=9 Minke Whales of New England & Eastern
Canada Wildlife Guide

Discover the Curious and Elusive Smallest Baleen Whale

e

The Minke Whale may be the smallest of the great baleen whales found in the North Atlantic, but what

it lacks in size, it makes up for with curiosity, speed, and frequent appearances. Often measuring 23 to
35 feet (7-10.5 meters) long, minke whales are commonly seen in the waters of New England and
eastern Canada, making them one of the species travelers are most likely to encounter during a whale-
watching excursion.

Unlike humpback whales, minkes tend to be more subtle. They usually surface quietly, take several
quick breaths, and disappear beneath the waves with little fanfare. Their sleek movements and
inquisitive nature make every sighting a rewarding experience for patient wildlife watchers.

For cruise travelers exploring the North Atlantic, a minke whale sighting is another reminder of the
incredible diversity of marine life that calls these waters home.

-0 Meet the Minke Whale




Minke whales are the smallest baleen whales regularly found in the North Atlantic.
Adults typically measure:

* 23-35 feet (7-10.5 meters) long
* 5-10 tons (4.5-9 metric tons)

Recognizable features include:

» Sleek, streamlined body

* Pointed snout

* Small curved dorsal fin

* Distinctive white band across each flipper

» Dark gray to black coloration with a lighter underside

Their smaller size often makes them appear faster and more agile than larger whale species.

© Where to See Minke Whales

—

Excellent places to spot minke whales include:
= Gulf of Maine

» Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary
* Bar Harbor
* Acadia National Park waters

=0 Bay of Fundy

¢ Grand Manan Island
¢ Saint Andrews
* Fundy National Park coastline

“ Québec

* Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park
* Tadoussac



0 Newfoundland

¢ Gros Morne National Park
* Iceberg Alley
¢ FEastern coastline

These productive feeding grounds attract minke whales throughout the warmer months.

Best Time to See Minke Whales

The best whale-watching season is:
May through October
Peak sightings usually occur during:

* June

e July

* August

* September

Summer offers abundant food, drawing whales close to shore.

#) What Do Minke Whales Eat?




Minke whales feed on:

* Kiill

* Sand lance

* Herring

* Capelin

* Small schooling fish
* Copepods

Like other baleen whales, they strain food from the water using baleen plates instead of teeth.

(. How to Identify a Minke Whale

Unlike humpbacks, minke whales rarely show their tails before diving.

Look for:

* Quick surfacing

¢ Small, low blow that's often difficult to see

* Sharp pointed snout

* Small dorsal fin appearing shortly after the head
* Fast, smooth swimming

Their quick movements often surprise first-time whale watchers.
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wen Wildlife Photography Tips

For the best chance of great photos:

Watch for repeated surfacing patterns.

Keep your camera on continuous shooting mode.

Focus on where the whale last surfaced.

Use a telephoto lens if available.

Stay patient—minkes often surface multiple times before diving.

Seeing Minke Whales from Your Cruise Ship

72

Minke whales are occasionally spotted from cruise ships, especially while sailing through:

Gulf of Maine

Bay of Fundy

Gulf of St. Lawrence
Coastal Newfoundland

Because they're smaller and surface briefly, binoculars can make a big difference.




/A Conservation

Although North Atlantic minke whale populations are generally considered stable, they still face threats
including:

 Ship strikes

* Entanglement in fishing gear

* Ocean pollution

* Underwater noise

* Climate-related changes in food availability

Responsible boating and whale-watching practices help protect these animals and their habitat.

Premium Travel Group Tip

Don't be disappointed if you don't see dramatic breaches during a minke whale encounter. Their quiet,
graceful behavior is part of what makes them unique. Watch carefully for a series of quick surfacings,
and you may be treated to several excellent views before the whale slips beneath the waves again.

Ik Continue Exploring New England & Canada
Wildlife

Continue your wildlife adventure with our related guides:

* Humpback Whales Guide

* Fin Whales Guide

* Atlantic Puffins Guide

* Bald Eagles Guide

* Moose Wildlife Guide

* Harbor Seals Guide (coming soon)

* Dolphins Guide (coming soon)

» Wildlife Photography Guide (coming soon)



» Wildlife You Can See from Your Cruise Ship (coming soon)

I Fun Facts

* The minke whale is the smallest baleen whale commonly found in the North Atlantic.

* Despite their smaller size, minke whales can reach speeds of up to 20 miles per hour (32
km/h).

* They rarely raise their tail flukes before diving, making them different from humpback whales.

* The distinctive white band on each flipper is one of the easiest ways to identify a North
Atlantic minke whale.

* Minke whales are often described as curious and may occasionally approach boats to
investigate.

Why You'll Love Seeing a Minke Whale

Minke whales may not be the largest or most acrobatic whales in the Atlantic, but they have a charm all
their own. Their sleek appearance, quick movements, and curious nature make every sighting exciting.
Because they're often found in the same rich feeding grounds as humpbacks and fin whales, spotting a
minke adds another layer to an unforgettable day on the water.

= Joe's Logbook

One of the things I've learned about whale watching is that every species tells a different story.

If humpbacks are the entertainers and fin whales are the graceful giants, then minke whales are the
quiet explorers. They don't usually make a big splash or announce their arrival with dramatic behavior.
Instead, they surface smoothly, almost as if they're checking out what's happening around them before
slipping back beneath the water.

That's part of what makes seeing one so rewarding. You have to slow down, pay attention, and
appreciate the little details. It's a reminder that some of the best wildlife moments aren't always the
loudest—they're often the most subtle.

If you're on a whale-watching excursion or standing on the deck of your cruise ship, keep your
binoculars handy and your eyes on the water. A minke whale may only surface for a few moments, but
those brief encounters often become some of the most memorable moments of the day. =9 (L
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