4 Acadia National Park Experience Guide

Discover One of America's Most Beautiful National Parks

Located on the rugged coast of Mount Desert Island in Maine, Acadia National Park is one of the
crown jewels of the U.S. National Park System and one of the most popular shore excursions on a New
England & Canada cruise. Covering more than 49,000 acres, the park is a breathtaking blend of granite
mountains, evergreen forests, pristine lakes, dramatic cliffs, and Atlantic coastline.

Whether you're hiking scenic trails, driving the famous Park Loop Road, watching waves crash at
Thunder Hole, or standing atop Cadillac Mountain, Acadia offers unforgettable views around every
corner. For cruise passengers visiting nearby Bar Harbor, it's a destination that showcases the very
best of coastal New England.

= Why Visit Acadia National Park?
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Acadia is famous for its incredible variety of landscapes, all packed into a relatlvely compact area.
Visitors come to experience:

* Rugged Atlantic coastline
* Granite mountain peaks
* Crystal-clear lakes



* Dense evergreen forests
* Scenic carriage roads

* Historic stone bridges

* Incredible wildlife

* Spectacular fall foliage

Every season offers something unique, but autumn is especially breathtaking.

= Visiting from Your Cruise Ship
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Most cruise passengers visit Acadia while docked in Bar Harbor.

The park is only about 10—-15 minutes from the tender pier, making it one of the easiest and most
rewarding shore excursions in New England.

Popular ways to explore include:

* Guided motorcoach tours
* Small group excursions

* Private tours

* Bicycle rentals

* Hiking adventures




@ Cadillac Mountain

The park's most famous attraction is Cadillac Mountain.
At 1,530 feet (466 meters), it's the highest point on the U.S. Atlantic coast.
Highlights include:

* Panoramic ocean views
* Mountain vistas

e Scenic summit road

* Incredible photography
* Sunrise viewpoints

During parts of the year, Cadillac Mountain is among the first places in the United States to see the
sunrise.

(. Thunder Hole

One of Acadia's most exciting natural attractions is Thunder Hole.
When conditions are right:

¢ Waves rush into a narrow rock inlet.
* Air and water are forced upward.
¢ A loud thunder-like roar echoes across the coastline.



* Ocean spray can shoot more than 30 feet into the air.

Visit near high tide for the best chance to experience the phenomenon.

#® Park Loop Road
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The 27-mile Park Loop Road is one of New England's most scenic drives.

Along the route you'll enjoy:

* Ocean overlooks

* Mountain scenery

* Historic stone bridges
* Hiking trailheads

* Picnic areas

* Wildlife viewing

Many shore excursions follow portions of this iconic drive.

== Jordan Pond
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Jordan Pond is farndﬁs for:

* Crystal-clear water
* Views of the Bubbles Mountains



* Scenic walking trail
* Canoeing and kayaking
* The historic Jordan Pond House

Don't miss the famous popovers and tea, a beloved Acadia tradition for generations of visitors.

¥ wildlife

Wildlife commonly seen includes:

*  White-tailed Deer
* Red Foxes

* Harbor Seals

* Bald Eagles

* Peregrine Falcons
* Porcupines

* Snowshoe Hares

Keep binoculars handy—you never know what you'll spot along the shoreline or in the forests.

A Best Activities

Popular experiences include:

= Hiking



&% Biking the historic carriage roads
ren Photography

#® Scenic driving

Kayaking

® Wildlife watching

(2 Sunrise viewing

Whether you're an avid adventurer or prefer a leisurely scenic drive, Acadia has something for
everyone.

wen Best Photo Spots
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Don't miss these iconic viewpoints:

* Cadillac Mountain Summit

* Thunder Hole

* Jordan Pond

* Bass Harbor Head Lighthouse
* Otter Cliffs

* Sand Beach

* Park Loop Road overlooks

You'll return home with a camera full of unforgettable coastal scenery.

= Cruise Day Tips

* Wear comfortable walking shoes.

* Dress in layers, as temperatures can vary throughout the day.
* Bring binoculars for wildlife viewing.

* Keep arain jacket handy—weather can change quickly.



* Reserve excursions early, especially during fall foliage season.

Premium Travel Group Tip

If you're only visiting Acadia once, choose an excursion that combines Cadillac Mountain, Thunder
Hole, and a scenic drive along the Park Loop Road. You'll experience the park's most iconic
landscapes in a single unforgettable day.

.k Continue Exploring New England & Canada

Continue your adventure with our related guides:

* Bar Harbor Cruise Port Guide

* New England & Canada Wildlife Guide

* Fall Foliage Guide

* Lighthouse Guide (future guide)

*  Whale Watching Guide (future guide)

* New England & Canada Cruise Planning Guide
* Best Time to Cruise New England & Canada

* Packing Guide

* Seafood Lover's Guide (future guide)

* Coastal Photography Guide (future guide)

I, Fun Facts

* Acadia National Park was the first national park established east of the Mississippi River.

* The park protects more than 49,000 acres of mountains, forests, lakes, and coastline.

* Cadillac Mountain is the highest point along the Atlantic coastline of the United States.

* Acadia contains more than 150 miles of hiking trails and approximately 45 miles of historic
carriage roads built by John D. Rockefeller Jr.

* More than 4 million visitors explore Acadia each year, making it one of America's most visited
national parks.

. Why You'll Love Acadia National Park

Acadia offers everything travelers love about coastal New England in one remarkable destination.
Towering granite cliffs meet the Atlantic Ocean, mountain summits provide sweeping panoramic
views, peaceful lakes reflect colorful forests, and every winding road reveals another breathtaking
overlook. Whether you're visiting for a few hours during your cruise or returning for a longer vacation,
Acadia National Park is a place that inspires wonder at every turn.



= Joe's Logbook

If there's one excursion I'd encourage almost every Bar Harbor visitor to consider, it's Acadia National
Park.

The beauty of Acadia isn't just one spectacular viewpoint—it's the constant variety. One moment you're
standing on a granite cliff watching waves crash below. A few minutes later you're looking across a
peaceful mountain lake, and before long you're standing on the summit of Cadillac Mountain taking in
views that stretch for miles.

One of my favorite parts is that you don't have to be an experienced hiker to enjoy it. Many of the
park's most incredible views are easily accessible, making it perfect for cruise passengers of all ages
and activity levels.

Acadia is one of those places that reminds you just how incredible our national parks truly are. If your
cruise stops in Bar Harbor, don't miss the opportunity to experience one of America's greatest natural
treasures. It's the kind of destination you'll still be talking about long after your cruise has ended.
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