
 Wrangell, Alaska Cruise Port Guide🦅
Your Complete Guide to One of Alaska's Oldest & Most 
Authentic Coastal Towns

If you're looking for the Alaska that existed long before large cruise ships and bustling tourist towns, 
Wrangell is the place to find it. One of the oldest communities in Alaska, Wrangell has been home to 
the Tlingit people for thousands of years and later became a settlement under British, Russian, and 
American control—making it the only town in Alaska to have flown four different national flags.

Today, Wrangell remains a peaceful coastal community where visitors can experience authentic Alaska 
without the crowds. Rich Native culture, fascinating history, incredible wildlife, and easy access to 
glaciers and wilderness make Wrangell one of Southeast Alaska's hidden treasures.

If your cruise includes Wrangell, you'll quickly discover why many seasoned Alaska travelers consider 
it one of the state's best-kept secrets.

 Where Do Cruise Ships Dock?📍

Cruise ships dock at the Wrangell Marine Service Center, just a short walk from downtown.



From the pier, you can easily reach:

• Historic downtown 
• Restaurants 
• Shops 
• Museums 
• Excursion meeting points 
• Waterfront walking paths 

Wrangell is compact, making it ideal for independent exploration.

 Explore Downtown Wrangell🌆

Downtown Wrangell offers a relaxed pace and authentic Alaska atmosphere.

You'll find:

• Local gift shops 
• Art galleries 
• Cafés 
• Historic buildings 
• Museums 
• Waterfront parks 

Unlike some larger cruise ports, Wrangell has retained its small-town character.



 Top Things to Do⭐
 Anan Wildlife Observatory🐻

One of Alaska's most extraordinary wildlife experiences.

Each summer, both black bears and coastal brown bears gather along Anan Creek to feed on 
spawning salmon.

Visitors may also see:

• Bald eagles 
• Harbor seals 
• Salmon 
• River otters 

Access is by guided excursion and permits are limited, making advance reservations essential.



 Chief Shakes Tribal House🪵

Learn about the rich heritage of the Tlingit people by visiting this reconstructed traditional clan house.

Highlights include:

• Totem poles 
• Native carvings 
• Cultural exhibits 
• Beautiful harbor views 

It's one of Wrangell's most important cultural landmarks.

 Wrangell Museum�🏛️

A wonderful introduction to the town's fascinating history.

Exhibits cover:

• Native cultures 
• Russian settlement 
• Gold Rush 
• Commercial fishing 
• Local wildlife 

Perfect for visitors interested in Alaska's past.



 LeConte Glacier Excursions🧊

Wrangell serves as the gateway to LeConte Glacier, the southernmost tidewater glacier in North 
America.

Boat excursions offer opportunities to:

• Cruise among floating icebergs 
• View the glacier up close 
• Spot seals and seabirds 
• Photograph spectacular scenery 

This is one of Wrangell's signature excursions.

 Jet Boat & River Tours🚤

Explore the mighty Stikine River, often called the "Everglades of the North."

You'll enjoy:

• Scenic wilderness 
• Wildlife viewing 
• Glacier-fed rivers 
• Remote landscapes 

The Stikine River is one of the last great wild rivers in North America.



 Wildlife🐻

Wrangell is an outstanding destination for wildlife enthusiasts.

Common sightings include:

• Brown bears 
• Black bears 
• Bald eagles 
• Harbor seals 
• Sea lions 
• Humpback whales 
• River otters 
• Salmon 

Bring binoculars—you'll likely use them throughout the day.

 What to Eat�🍽️
Don't miss:

• Fresh king salmon 
• Halibut 
• Dungeness crab 
• Fish & chips 
• Seafood chowder 
• Wild berry desserts 

Wrangell's local restaurants specialize in fresh Alaska seafood.



 Shopping�🛍️
Popular souvenirs include:

• Alaska Native artwork 
• Handmade jewelry 
• Totem carvings 
• Ulu knives 
• Smoked salmon 
• Local crafts 
• Alaska apparel 

Many items are handcrafted by local artists.

 Weather�🌦️
Summer temperatures generally range from:

50–65°F (10–18°C)

Expect:

• Occasional rain 
• Cool mornings 
• Comfortable afternoons 

A waterproof jacket is highly recommended.

 Getting Around🚶
Transportation options include:

• Walking 
• Excursion transportation 
• Taxi (limited) 
• Shuttle service (when available) 

Most visitors can comfortably explore downtown on foot.

 What to Pack💼
Bring:

 Waterproof rain jacket✔



 Comfortable walking shoes✔

 Binoculars✔

 Camera✔

 Small backpack✔

 Layered clothing✔

 Hidden Gems🌟
Take time to discover:

• Petroglyph Beach State Historic Site 
• Wrangell Harbor 
• Local coffee shops 
• Quiet waterfront trails 
• Historic churches 

Wrangell rewards visitors who enjoy exploring at a slower pace.

 Premium Travel Group Tip⭐
If your itinerary includes Wrangell, don't assume it's just another small Alaska port. This is one of the 
best places in the state to experience authentic Alaska culture and incredible wildlife.

If you're fortunate enough to secure a reservation for the Anan Wildlife Observatory, take it. 
Watching both black bears and coastal brown bears fishing for salmon in the same location is an 
experience very few people ever forget.

 Continue Exploring Alaska📚
Continue planning your Alaska adventure with our other guides:

• Alaska Vacation Planning Guide 
• Alaska Packing Guide 
• Alaska Wildlife Guide 
• Alaska Inside Passage Guide 
• Juneau Cruise Port Guide 
• Ketchikan Cruise Port Guide 
• Sitka Cruise Port Guide 
• Skagway Cruise Port Guide 
• Icy Strait Point Cruise Port Guide 



• Glacier Bay National Park Guide 
• Kenai Fjords National Park Guide 

 Why Visit Wrangell?🌄
Wrangell offers a rare opportunity to experience Alaska away from the larger crowds while still 
enjoying world-class wildlife, fascinating history, and breathtaking scenery. Whether you're watching 
bears at Anan Creek, cruising toward LeConte Glacier, learning about Tlingit culture, or simply 
strolling through one of Alaska's oldest communities, Wrangell delivers an authentic experience that's 
both relaxing and unforgettable.

 Joe's Logbook🧭
Wrangell is one of those ports that often flies under the radar, but that's part of what makes it so special. 
It hasn't been transformed into a major tourist destination, and you can still feel like you're visiting a 
real Alaska community rather than just another cruise stop.

If you're lucky enough to visit Anan Wildlife Observatory, prepare for an experience unlike anything 
else in Alaska. Seeing black bears and coastal brown bears fishing side by side during the salmon run is 
something you'll be talking about long after your cruise ends.

Even if you stay in town, take your time. Walk the waterfront, chat with the locals, and soak in the 
history. Wrangell has a quiet charm that's easy to overlook if you're rushing from one attraction to the 
next. Sometimes the most memorable Alaska experiences come in places where life still moves at its 
own pace.
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