When to Visit the Caribbean

Choosing the Best Time for Your Caribbean Cruise

E{fery Season Has Sor;lething Special

One of the best things about the Caribbean is that it's a fantastic cruise destination year-round. With
warm temperatures, beautiful beaches, and countless islands to explore, there's never really a bad time
to visit.

However, each season offers different weather, pricing, crowds, and activities. Understanding these
differences can help you choose the perfect cruise for your travel style and budget.

NIV

‘®- December — April

Peak Caribbean Season

This is the most popular time to cruise the Caribbean.



Why Visit?

* Comfortable temperatures

* Lower humidity

* Plenty of sunshine

* Calm seas

* Ideal beach weather

* Excellent snorkeling conditions

Things to Consider

v Best overall weather

v Largest selection of sailings
v Holiday cruises

v Higher cruise prices

v Larger crowds

Average temperatures range from 75-85°F (24-29°C).

# May — June

Great Weather & Great Value

Late spring and early summer are often considered one of the Caribbean's best-kept secrets.

Benefits

* Warm temperatures

* Excellent cruise values
* Smaller crowds

* Beautiful beaches



* Great snorkeling

This is an excellent time for travelers looking to balance great weather with affordable prices.

T July — August

Summer Fun

Summer brings:

* School vacations

* Family cruises

* Warm ocean temperatures
* Longer daylight hours

Although temperatures are warmer and humidity increases, this remains an extremely popular travel
season.

Afternoon tropical showers are usually brief and often give way to sunshine.




.., September — November

Value Season

This period overlaps with the Atlantic hurricane season.
Advantages

* Lowest cruise fares
¢ Fewer crowds
¢ Excellent last-minute deals

Things to Know
Modern cruise ships are incredibly flexible.
Cruise lines constantly monitor weather and will often:

* Change itineraries
* Reverse port order
* Visit alternate islands

Their primary goal is always passenger safety while still delivering an enjoyable vacation.

Many cruises during hurricane season sail without any weather-related issues.




(. Hurricane Season Explained
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The official Atlantic hurricane season runs from:
June 1 — November 30
Historically, the greatest activity occurs during:

* August
* September
* Early October

It's important to remember:

* Hurricanes rarely affect the entire Caribbean.

* Cruise ships are mobile and can change course.

* Cruise captains work closely with professional meteorologists.
» Safety always comes first.

Many experienced cruisers continue to sail during hurricane season because of the outstanding value.

7 Best Time for...




Best Beach Weather
December — April

Best Cruise Prices
September — November

Best Snorkeling & Diving
December — June

Best Family Vacations
June — August

Best Wildlife Viewing

Winter for humpback whales
Year-round for sea turtles, reef life, and tropical birds

Best Overall Value

May and early June

= Choosing the Right Season

Overview
Day Land Tours And Cruise Ports Arrive Depart
Sun San Juan, Puerto Rico 7:00 PM
Mon  Punta Cana (La Romana), Dominican Republic 9:00 AM 4:00 PM
Tue Oranjestad, Aruba 1:00 PM 9:00 PM
Wed  Willemstad, Curacao 8:00 AM 5:00 PM
Thu  Kralendijk, Bonaire 6:00 AM 1:00 PM
Fri Castries, St. Lucia 1:30PM 7:30 PM
Sat Basseterre, St. Kitts 9:00 AM 5:30 PM
Sun  San Juan, Puerto Rico (Flight Departure) 7:00 AM
Ask yourself:

Do you prefer:
#) Perfect weather?
¢ Lowest prices?

¢» Family travel?



T Smaller crowds?
%) Snorkeling adventures?
2} Warm sunshine?

Every traveler has a different answer—and that's what makes the Caribbean such a versatile
destination.

Premium Travel Group Tip

Don't let hurricane season automatically discourage you from booking a Caribbean cruise. Cruise lines
have decades of experience monitoring tropical weather and routinely adjust itineraries to avoid storms.
Some of the best cruise values of the year can be found during this season, and many travelers enjoy
beautiful weather throughout their entire vacation.

? Frequently Asked Questions

Is there a bad time to cruise the Caribbean?

Not really. Every season offers its own advantages, from perfect winter weather to incredible fall
savings.

Which month has the best weather?

January through April generally offers the most consistent weather.

When are cruises the least expensive?

September and October typically offer the lowest fares, followed by parts of May and early June.
Is the Southern Caribbean affected by hurricanes?

The ABC Islands (Aruba, Bonaire, and Curacao) are generally located south of the primary
hurricane belt and are often less affected than many northern Caribbean destinations.

Why You'll Love the Caribbean Year-Round

No matter when you choose to cruise, the Caribbean offers warm waters, friendly people, beautiful
beaches, and unforgettable adventures. Each season has its own unique advantages, whether you're
escaping winter, planning a family vacation, celebrating a special occasion, or simply searching for the
best value.

The key is matching the season to your travel style—and that's where careful planning makes all the
difference.



= Joe's Logbook

One of the questions I hear most often is, "When's the best time to cruise the Caribbean?"
My answer is usually another question: "What's most important to you?"

If you want picture-perfect weather, winter is hard to beat. If you're looking for the best value, late
spring and fall can offer incredible opportunities. Traveling with kids? Summer is a fantastic time to
make family memories.

I've also learned not to let hurricane season scare people away. Cruise lines are incredibly proactive
when it comes to weather. I've seen itineraries adjusted, ports swapped, and routes changed—all so
guests could still enjoy a wonderful vacation while staying well away from storms.

At the end of the day, the "best" time to cruise isn't just about the calendar—it's about finding the
season that fits your vacation goals.

No matter when you sail, there's something magical about watching your ship glide into another
beautiful Caribbean sunrise.
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