
Southern Caribbean Vacation Planning Guide
Discover Colorful Islands, Unique Cultures & the Caribbean's 
Hidden Gems

Welcome to the Southern Caribbean

The Southern Caribbean is where many experienced cruisers fall in love with the Caribbean all over 
again. Known for its colorful Dutch architecture, spectacular diving, fascinating history, and warm, 
sunny climate, this region offers a different experience from the more frequently visited Eastern and 
Western Caribbean.

From wandering the pastel-colored streets of Willemstad to exploring the salt flats of Bonaire, 
discovering the caves of Barbados, or relaxing on Aruba's famous beaches, every island has its own 
distinctive personality and charm.

If you're looking for beautiful weather, fewer crowds, and unforgettable experiences, the Southern 
Caribbean may be your perfect cruise destination.

 Why Cruise the Southern Caribbean?☀️



Southern Caribbean cruises are perfect for travelers who enjoy:

• Beautiful weather year-round 
• Crystal-clear waters 
• World-class snorkeling and diving 
• European and Caribbean cultures 
• Colorful architecture 
• Local cuisine and rum 
• Scenic island tours 
• Relaxed island atmosphere 

Many islands also sit outside the main Atlantic hurricane belt, making them popular choices throughout 
much of the year.

 Popular Southern Caribbean Cruise Ports📍

Popular Southern Caribbean ports include:

•  Oranjestad, Aruba 🇦🇼
•  Willemstad, Curaçao 🇨🇼
•  Kralendijk, Bonaire 🇧🇶
•  Bridgetown, Barbados 🇧🇧
•  St. George's, Grenada 🇬🇩
•  Castries, St. Lucia 🇱🇨 (on many Southern Caribbean itineraries) 
•  Kingstown, St. Vincent 🇻🇨
•  Port of Spain, Trinidad 🇹🇹 (select itineraries) 

Each destination has its own dedicated Premium Travel Group Cruise Port Guide.



 Signature Southern Caribbean Experiences⭐

Some of the Southern Caribbean's most memorable experiences include:

•  Exploring Bonaire's Salt Flats 🧂
•  Touring Harrison's Cave 🌌
•  Snorkeling the Underwater Sculpture Park 🗿
•  Visiting Curaçao's Floating Market �🛍️
•  Touring the Mount Gay Rum Experience 🥃
•  Discovering the Curaçao Liqueur Experience 🍊

Each of these adventures is featured in its own Premium Travel Group Experience Guide.

 Wildlife of the Southern Caribbean🐢

The Southern Caribbean offers incredible opportunities to encounter wildlife, including:

• Caribbean flamingos 
• Sea turtles 
• Tropical reef fish 
• Coral reefs 
• Dolphins 



• Nurse sharks 
• Caribbean spiny lobsters 
• Iguanas 
• Native parrots 
• Frigatebirds and pelicans 

Whether you're snorkeling above vibrant reefs or exploring coastal wetlands, wildlife is never far away.

 Best Time to Visit📅

One of the Southern Caribbean's biggest advantages is its consistently warm and sunny climate.

December – April

• Warm temperatures 
• Low humidity 
• Peak cruise season 

May – August

• Excellent weather 
• Great value 
• Fewer crowds 

September – November

• Warm temperatures 
• Often less affected by hurricanes than many northern Caribbean islands 
• Excellent opportunities for value-priced cruises 



 What to Pack🎒

Bring along:

• Passport 
• Swimsuits 
• Comfortable walking shoes 
• Water shoes 
• Reef-safe sunscreen 
• Hat and sunglasses 
• Lightweight clothing 
• Waterproof phone pouch 
• Daypack 
• Reusable water bottle 

The Southern Caribbean enjoys sunshine most of the year, so sun protection is especially important.

 Popular Shore Excursions🚢

Favorite excursions include:

• Island sightseeing tours 
• Snorkeling adventures 
• Scuba diving 
• Catamaran cruises 



• Cave exploration 
• Rum distillery tours 
• Wildlife viewing 
• Beach escapes 
• Historic city walking tours 

Many of these experiences showcase the region's unique blend of natural beauty and cultural heritage.

 Explore Our Southern Caribbean Library📚

Premium Travel Group's complimentary library includes:

 Cruise Port Guides📍

Detailed information for every major Southern Caribbean cruise destination.

 Experience Guides⭐

Discover the region's signature adventures, cultural attractions, and hidden gems.

 Wildlife Guides🐠

Learn about the incredible marine life and island wildlife that make the Southern Caribbean so special.

Our guide library continues to expand with new destinations and updated travel information.

 Premium Travel Group Tip⭐
If you've already cruised the Eastern or Western Caribbean, consider trying the Southern Caribbean 
next. Many experienced cruisers say these islands quickly become their favorites thanks to their unique 
cultures, consistently beautiful weather, colorful towns, and incredible underwater scenery.



 Frequently Asked Questions❓
Why is the Southern Caribbean different?

The islands offer a distinctive blend of Dutch, British, French, and Caribbean influences, along with 
some of the region's best diving, colorful architecture, and generally drier weather.

Which islands are part of the ABC Islands?

Aruba, Bonaire, and Curaçao are collectively known as the ABC Islands and are among the most 
popular Southern Caribbean cruise destinations.

Is the Southern Caribbean good for snorkeling?

Absolutely. Bonaire, Curaçao, Aruba, and Barbados all offer outstanding snorkeling and diving 
opportunities.

Are Southern Caribbean cruises longer?

Many Southern Caribbean itineraries are 7 to 10 nights because the islands are located farther south 
than many Eastern and Western Caribbean ports.

 Why Book with Premium Travel Group?🌟
Planning your Southern Caribbean cruise with Premium Travel Group gives you access to:

• Personalized vacation planning 
• Expert destination recommendations 
• Complimentary vacation planning guides 
• Support before, during, and after your cruise 
• Access to available promotions and special offers 

Our mission is to help you discover the Caribbean with confidence.

 Joe's Logbook🧭
The Southern Caribbean feels like discovering a different side of the Caribbean.

The first thing you'll notice is how different each island feels. Curaçao welcomes you with colorful 
Dutch architecture and vibrant waterfronts. Bonaire impresses with its peaceful atmosphere, world-
class snorkeling, and famous salt flats. Barbados blends British heritage with warm Bajan hospitality, 
while Aruba offers beautiful beaches and constant sunshine.

What I enjoy most about this region is that it encourages you to slow down. Spend time wandering the 
streets, talking with local residents, tasting the island cuisine, and taking in the scenery instead of 
rushing from one attraction to the next.



If you're looking for a Caribbean cruise that's a little different from the traditional itineraries, I highly 
recommend giving the Southern Caribbean a try.

There's a good chance you'll leave wondering why you waited so long to discover it.

Happy cruising, and I hope to see you exploring the beautiful Southern Caribbean soon!


	Southern Caribbean Vacation Planning Guide
	Discover Colorful Islands, Unique Cultures & the Caribbean's Hidden Gems
	Welcome to the Southern Caribbean

	☀️ Why Cruise the Southern Caribbean?
	📍 Popular Southern Caribbean Cruise Ports
	⭐ Signature Southern Caribbean Experiences
	🐢 Wildlife of the Southern Caribbean
	📅 Best Time to Visit
	🎒 What to Pack
	🚢 Popular Shore Excursions
	📚 Explore Our Southern Caribbean Library
	📍 Cruise Port Guides
	⭐ Experience Guides
	🐠 Wildlife Guides

	⭐ Premium Travel Group Tip
	❓ Frequently Asked Questions
	🌟 Why Book with Premium Travel Group?
	🧭 Joe's Logbook

