
 Sitka, Alaska Cruise Port Guide🌊
Your Complete Guide to Alaska's Most Historic Coastal 
Community

Sitka is unlike any other destination in Alaska. Once the capital of Russian America, this beautiful 
island community blends Native Tlingit heritage, Russian history, and the stunning natural beauty of 
Southeast Alaska into one unforgettable destination.

Located on Baranof Island, Sitka is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, towering mountains, lush 
temperate rainforest, and abundant wildlife. It's also one of the best places in Alaska to spot sea otters, 
whales, bald eagles, and even brown bears.

Because of its unique history and breathtaking scenery, many seasoned Alaska cruisers consider Sitka 
one of the most interesting ports in the state.

 Where Do Cruise Ships Dock?📍

Most large cruise ships dock at the Sitka Sound Cruise Terminal, located approximately 6 miles from 
downtown Sitka.

Complimentary or paid shuttle buses transport passengers between the cruise terminal and downtown 
throughout the day.



 Explore Downtown Sitka🌆

Downtown Sitka is compact and easy to explore on foot.

Highlights include:

• Local boutiques 
• Art galleries 
• Seafood restaurants 
• Coffee shops 
• Historic churches 
• Museums 
• Waterfront parks 

The town has a relaxed atmosphere that invites visitors to slow down and enjoy the surroundings.

 Top Things to Do⭐
 Sitka National Historical Park🌲

Alaska's oldest national park is one of Sitka's must-see attractions.



Visitors can enjoy:

• Beautiful totem pole trail 
• Coastal walking paths 
• Native cultural exhibits 
• Visitor Center 
• Russian and Tlingit history 

The easy walking trails make this an excellent activity for all ages.

 St. Michael's Cathedral⛪

Originally built in the 1800s, this Russian Orthodox cathedral remains one of Sitka's most recognizable 
landmarks.

Inside you'll find:

• Historic icons 
• Beautiful architecture 
• Russian religious artifacts 

It's a reminder of Sitka's fascinating past as the capital of Russian America.

 Alaska Raptor Center🦦



One of Sitka's most popular attractions.

Visitors can learn about:

• Bald eagle rehabilitation 
• Birds of prey 
• Alaska wildlife conservation 

You'll often see injured eagles being cared for before they're released back into the wild.

 Fortress of the Bear🐻

A rescue facility providing a home for orphaned brown and black bears that cannot survive in the wild.

Visitors enjoy:

• Close-up bear viewing 
• Educational presentations 
• Photography opportunities 

A wonderful experience for families.

 Whale Watching & Wildlife Cruises🐋

Sitka offers outstanding marine wildlife viewing.



Common sightings include:

• Humpback whales 
• Orcas 
• Sea otters 
• Harbor seals 
• Steller sea lions 
• Puffins 

Sea otters are especially common around Sitka and are one of the area's signature wildlife attractions.

 Kayaking & Adventure Tours🚤

Adventure options include:

• Sea kayaking 
• Fishing charters 
• Hiking 
• Zodiac wildlife cruises 
• Photography tours 

Sitka's calm protected waters make it an excellent kayaking destination.



 Wildlife🐻

Sitka is one of Alaska's best wildlife ports.

Look for:

• Sea otters 
• Humpback whales 
• Orcas 
• Bald eagles 
• Brown bears 
• Black bears 
• Harbor seals 
• Steller sea lions 
• Puffins 

Wildlife enthusiasts rarely leave disappointed.

 What to Eat�🍽️
Don't miss:

• Fresh king crab 
• Wild Alaska salmon 
• Halibut 
• Fish & chips 
• Chowder 
• Wild berry desserts 
• Locally roasted coffee 

Sitka's waterfront restaurants serve some of Alaska's freshest seafood.



 Shopping�🛍️
Popular souvenirs include:

• Alaska Native artwork 
• Totem carvings 
• Ulu knives 
• Russian-inspired gifts 
• Handmade jewelry 
• Smoked salmon 
• Local crafts 

Sitka offers a unique mix of Native Alaskan and Russian cultural influences.

 Weather�🌦️
Summer temperatures generally range from:

50–65°F (10–18°C)

Expect:

• Light rain 
• Cool mornings 
• Mild afternoons 

Dress in layers and carry a waterproof jacket.

 Getting Around🚶
Transportation options include:

• Cruise shuttle buses 
• Walking downtown 
• Taxi 
• Excursion transportation 

Most major attractions are located close together once you reach downtown.



 What to Pack💼
Bring:

 Waterproof rain jacket✔

 Comfortable walking shoes✔

 Binoculars✔

 Camera✔

 Small backpack✔

 Layered clothing✔

 Hidden Gems🌟
Don't miss:

• Crescent Harbor 
• Sitka Sound waterfront 
• Local coffee shops 
• Walking trails along the shoreline 
• Small museums highlighting Russian history 

Sitka rewards visitors who take time to explore beyond the main shopping district.

 Premium Travel Group Tip⭐
Sitka is one of the best ports in Alaska for travelers who enjoy history and wildlife. If possible, 
combine a wildlife excursion with time exploring downtown. You'll experience both the incredible 
natural beauty of Southeast Alaska and the fascinating story of how Russian and Native Alaskan 
cultures shaped this unique community.

 Continue Exploring Alaska📚
Continue planning your Alaska adventure with our other guides:

• Alaska Vacation Planning Guide 
• Alaska Packing Guide 
• Alaska Wildlife Guide 



• Alaska Inside Passage Guide 
• Juneau Cruise Port Guide 
• Ketchikan Cruise Port Guide 
• Skagway Cruise Port Guide 
• Icy Strait Point Cruise Port Guide 
• Glacier Bay National Park Guide 
• Mendenhall Glacier Guide 
• Kenai Fjords National Park Guide 

 Why Visit Sitka?🌄
Sitka offers an Alaska experience unlike any other cruise port. Its blend of Native heritage, Russian 
history, abundant wildlife, and spectacular coastal scenery creates a destination that's both educational 
and breathtaking. Whether you're watching sea otters play in the harbor, walking among centuries-old 
totem poles, visiting historic Russian landmarks, or enjoying fresh seafood along the waterfront, Sitka 
leaves visitors with a deeper appreciation for Alaska's rich and diverse history.

 Joe's Logbook🧭
Sitka has always felt different to me, and I mean that in the best possible way. It doesn't have the Gold 
Rush atmosphere of Skagway or the busy waterfront of Juneau. Instead, it offers a slower pace and a 
fascinating story that's unlike anywhere else in Alaska.

One thing I recommend is spending time learning about Sitka's history. The combination of Native 
Tlingit culture and Russian heritage gives this town a personality all its own, and places like Sitka 
National Historical Park and St. Michael's Cathedral help bring that history to life.

If you're a wildlife lover, keep your eyes on the water. Sitka is one of the best places in Alaska to spot 
sea otters, and watching them float on their backs or crack open shellfish is something that never gets 
old. Between the history, wildlife, and incredible scenery, Sitka is a port that quietly becomes one of 
many travelers' favorite stops on an Alaska cruise.
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