@ Alaska Salmon Run Guide

Witness One of Nature's Greatest Migrations
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Every summer, one of the world's most incredible wildlife events unfolds across Alaska. Millions of
Pacific salmon leave the ocean and return to the rivers and streams where they were born, battling
strong currents, leaping waterfalls, and traveling hundreds of miles to complete their life cycle.

Known as the Salmon Run, this annual migration is far more than an impressive journey—it's the
foundation of Alaska's entire ecosystem. Bears gather along rivers to feast, bald eagles fill the trees
overhead, seals and sea lions patrol river mouths, and countless other animals take advantage of this
remarkable natural event.

For many visitors, witnessing a salmon run is just as memorable as seeing a glacier or spotting a whale,
making it one of Alaska's most unforgettable experiences.

@¢ What is the Salmon Run?

Pacific salmon spend most of their lives in the ocean before returning to the exact freshwater streams
where they hatched.



Along the journey, they:

* Swim hundreds of miles upstream.

* Leap over waterfalls and rapids.

* Navigate powerful currents.

* Avoid predators.

* Spawn before completing their life cycle.

This remarkable migration has taken place for thousands of years.

@© Meet Alaska's Five Salmon Species

How To Identify The Five Salmon Species Found In Alaska
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Alaska is home to five species of Pacific salmon:
w¢ King (Chinook) — Largest species
@ Sockeye (Red) — Brilliant spawning colors
¥ Pink (Humpy) — Most abundant
% Coho (Silver) — Popular with anglers
‘2 Chum (Dog) — Distinctive spawning markings

Each species returns at slightly different times throughout the summer.




& Why the Salmon Run Matters

The salmon run fees an incredible variety of Alaska wildlife.
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Animals that depend on salmon include:

Brown Bears
Black Bears
Bald Eagles
Harbor Seals
Steller Sea Lions
River Otters
Orcas

Wolves

Gulls

Ravens

Even Alaska's forests benefit as nutrients from salmon are carried inland by wildlife and naturally
returned to the soil.
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Best Places to Experience the Salmon Run




Some of Alaska's best viewing locations include:

Brooks Falls (Katmai National Park)

World-famous for bears catching salmon.

Ketchikan

Salmon streams and Creek Street offer excellent viewing, especially later in the season.
Valdez

The Solomon Gulch Hatchery attracts salmon, sea lions, seals, gulls, and eagles.

Sitka

Several local streams offer excellent salmon viewing.

Kenai Peninsula

Home to some of Alaska's largest salmon runs.

Best Time to See the Salmon Run

May

Early King Salmon begin arriving.
June

More rivers become active.

July

Excellent.

Large salmon runs begin.



August

Peak Season
Millions of salmon fill Alaska's rivers.
September
Excellent.

Late-season spawning continues in many waterways.

= Can Cruise Travelers Experience the
Salmon Run?

Absolutely!
Many Alaska cruises visit ports during peak salmon season.
Popular shore excursions include:

* Bear-viewing adventures
* Salmon hatcheries

* Guided nature walks

*  Wildlife tours

* River excursions

Even walking near streams in ports like Ketchikan or Sitka during late summer may reward you with
salmon sightings.

ez Photography Tips

For unforgettable photos:



* Use burst mode to capture jumping salmon.

* Focus on waterfalls and rapids.

* Photograph wildlife interactions.

* Visit during the early morning or late afternoon for softer light.

* Include people or surrounding scenery to show the scale of the event.

Patience often rewards photographers with spectacular action shots.

»~ Fun Things to Watch For

As salmon return, watch for:

& Bears waiting along riverbanks
# Eagles perched in nearby trees
€9 River otters hunting

f Harbor seals near river mouths
@« Salmon leaping waterfalls

It's one of the few places in the world where so many wildlife species gather around a single natural
event.

Premium Travel Group Tip

If your cruise sails in late July, August, or early September, consider choosing at least one excursion
focused on a salmon stream or bear viewing. The salmon run dramatically increases your chances of
seeing Alaska's most iconic wildlife all in one outing.

.k Continue Exploring Alaska

Continue planning your Alaska adventure with our other guides:

* Pacific Salmon Guide

* Brown Bear Guide

* Black Bear Guide

* Bald Eagle Guide

* Harbor Seal Guide

* Best Places to See Wildlife Guide
» Wildlife by Month Guide

* Wildlife Photography Guide

» Ketchikan Cruise Port Guide




@¢ Fun Facts

* Millions of Pacific salmon return to Alaska each summer using an incredible sense of smell to
locate the exact streams where they were born.

* Some salmon travel hundreds of miles inland and leap waterfalls more than 10 feet high.

* After spawning, the nutrients from salmon help nourish forests, insects, birds, and mammals
throughout Alaska.

* Bears often eat only the fattiest parts of salmon during peak runs, leaving the rest to feed eagles,
foxes, and other scavengers.

* The annual salmon run supports one of the richest wildlife ecosystems on the planet.

@ Why the Salmon Run is One of Alaska's
Greatest Natural Wonders

The Alaska Salmon Run is much more than a migration—it's the heartbeat of the Last Frontier. Every
leap upstream fuels an entire ecosystem, from towering brown bears and majestic bald eagles to lush
forests and pristine rivers. Watching thousands of salmon fight their way home is a powerful reminder
of nature's resilience and one of the most extraordinary wildlife spectacles you'll ever witness.

= Joe's Logbook

If I had to recommend one natural event that captures everything Alaska is about, it would be the
salmon run.

It's amazing to think that these fish leave the ocean, somehow find the exact stream where they were
born, and make an incredible journey against the current to complete their life cycle. Along the way,
they create opportunities to see bears catching fish, eagles soaring overhead, seals waiting near river
mouths, and countless other wildlife interactions that make Alaska so special.

One thing I've learned is that the salmon run isn't just about watching fish. It's about understanding how
everything in Alaska is connected. When the salmon arrive, the entire landscape comes alive.

If your cruise takes you to Alaska in late summer, don't miss the chance to experience it. It's one of
those moments that reminds you why Alaska is unlike anywhere else in the world—and why so many
travelers return again and again.
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