2 Alaska Red Fox Guide

Your Complete Guide to One of Alaska's Most Clever and
Adaptable Animals

The red fox may not be as large as a moose or as famous as a brown bear, but it's one of Alaska's most
fascinating and charismatic animals. Known for its intelligence, curiosity, and striking reddish-orange
coat, the red fox thrives in a wide variety of Alaska habitats—from coastal forests and mountain valleys
to open tundra.

Although they're smaller than many of Alaska's iconic wildlife species, spotting a red fox in the wild is
always a memorable experience. Their playful behavior, graceful movements, and sharp hunting
instincts make them a favorite among wildlife photographers.

If you're lucky enough to encounter one during your Alaska adventure, take a moment to watch—you'll
quickly understand why they're considered one of nature's most resourceful survivors.

2 Quick Facts
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Scientific Name: Vulpes vulpes



Height:

* About 15-20 inches at the shoulder
Weight:

* 8-20 pounds
Lifespan:

* 3-6 years in the wild
* Upto 10 years in ideal conditions

Diet:

* Small rodents
* Birds

* Rabbits

* Insects

* Berries

e Fish

* Eggs

e Carrion

Red foxes are opportunistic hunters and will eat almost anything available.

© Where Can You See Red Foxes?
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Red fbxes can» be found across much of Alaska.

Some of the best places to spot them include:

* Denali National Park
* Kenai Peninsula

* Anchorage area

* Fairbanks

* Interior Alaska

e Arctic tundra



* Open meadows and forest edges

Unlike bears or moose, foxes are often seen alone.

Masters of Adaptation

One reason red foxes are so successful is their incredible adaptability.
They thrive in:

* Forests

* Mountains

* Tundra

* Coastal regions

* Grasslands

* Even near small communities

Their intelligence allows them to adjust to changing seasons and food sources better than many other
predators.

@/ Incredible Hunters

Red foxes rely on excellent hearing to locate prey beneath snow or tall grass.
One of their most famous hunting techniques is called the "mousing pounce."

After listening carefully, they leap high into the air and dive nose-first into the snow to catch hidden
rodents.

It's one of the most entertaining wildlife behaviors to witness.




&. Can You See Red Foxes on an Alaska Cruise?

Red fox sightings during a cruise are possible but uncommon.
You're more likely to encounter one during:

* Denali CruiseTours

* Kenai Peninsula excursions
e Interior Alaska land tours

e Scenic drives

» Hiking excursions

Because foxes are active throughout the day, they can appear unexpectedly almost anywhere.

ez Photography Tips

If you're fortunate enough to spot a fox:

* Keep your camera ready—they rarely stay still for long.
* Use a zoom lens.

* Photograph at eye level whenever possible.

* Focus on the eyes.

* Include the surrounding landscape to tell the story.

Foxes often provide wonderful opportunities for natural action photography.

 Best Time to See Red Foxes

May

Excellent.

Adults become very active after winter.
June

Excellent.



Parents are busy caring for young kits.

July

Very good.

Young foxes begin exploring outside the den.
August

Excellent.

Juveniles become increasingly independent.
September

Outstanding.

Foxes actively hunt and prepare for winter.

/- Interesting Behaviors

Red foxes are known for:

* Traveling alone

* Excellent hearing

* Remarkable jumping ability
* Hiding extra food for later

* Curious personalities

Their thick bushy tail helps with balance and provides warmth during cold Alaska winters.

B2 What to Bring
Bring:

v Binoculars

v Camera

v Zoom lens

v Layered clothing

v Patience

Foxes often appear suddenly and disappear just as quickly.




Premium Travel Group Tip

Fox sightings are often completely unexpected. Keep your camera within reach whenever you're
traveling through Alaska by rail, motorcoach, or on foot. A red fox may appear alongside the road,
cross an open meadow, or pause long enough for a perfect photo before quietly slipping back into the
wilderness.

Ik Continue Exploring Alaska

Continue planning your Alaska adventure with our other guides:

* Alaska Wildlife Guide

* Brown Bear Guide

* Black Bear Guide

* Moose Guide

* Caribou Guide

* Gray Wolf Guide

* Bald Eagle Guide

* Denali National Park Guide

* Alaska Railroad Experience Guide
* Best Time to Visit Alaska

v Fun Facts

* Red foxes can hear small rodents moving beneath nearly 2 feet of snow.

* They can leap more than 6 feet into the air while hunting.

* Their bushy tail, often called a "brush," helps keep them warm while sleeping.

* Red foxes are among the most widely distributed wild mammals in the world.

* They communicate using a surprising variety of barks, yips, screams, and body language.

& Why Are Red Foxes So Special?

Red foxes may be small compared to Alaska's giant mammals, but they're every bit as impressive.
Their intelligence, adaptability, and playful nature have allowed them to thrive across some of the
world's harshest environments. Seeing one pause against a backdrop of snow-covered mountains or
colorful tundra is a reminder that Alaska's wilderness is filled with incredible wildlife of every size.




= Joe's Logbook

One of the things I love about red foxes is that they always seem to have somewhere important to be.
Unlike a moose standing quietly beside the road, a fox is usually on the move—trotting across a
meadow, hunting for a meal, or disappearing into the brush just as quickly as it appeared.

If you're lucky enough to see one, take a moment to simply watch. They're incredibly graceful and
surprisingly entertaining, especially if you catch one using its famous "mousing pounce." It's amazing
how such a small predator can survive—and thrive—in Alaska's rugged wilderness.

My advice is simple: keep your camera close and your eyes open. A fox may only give you a few
seconds, but those few seconds can become one of your favorite wildlife memories from Alaska.
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