
 Montréal Cruise Port Guide⚓
A World-Class City Where Europe Meets North America

Located along the mighty St. Lawrence River, Montréal is Canada's second-largest city and one of the 
most exciting destinations on a New England & Canada cruise. Combining centuries of French history 
with a vibrant modern culture, Montréal offers visitors an unforgettable blend of historic architecture, 
world-class dining, lively neighborhoods, and beautiful waterfront parks.

Many New England & Canada cruises either begin or end in Montréal, making it an ideal place to 
extend your vacation with a few extra days. Whether you're exploring Old Montréal, admiring the 
magnificent Notre-Dame Basilica, or enjoying a meal at a sidewalk café, you'll quickly discover why 
Montréal is consistently ranked among the world's great cities.

It's a destination that rewards curiosity and invites you to slow down and explore.

 Cruise Port Information⚓

Cruise ships dock at the Port of Montréal, located near the historic Old Port.

From the terminal you can easily access:

• Old Montréal 
• Old Port Waterfront 



• Notre-Dame Basilica 
• Restaurants 
• Museums 
• Shopping 
• Public transportation 

Many of the city's top attractions are within walking distance.

 Old Montréal�🏛️

The heart of the city is Old Montréal.

Visitors enjoy:

• Cobblestone streets 
• Historic buildings 
• Outdoor cafés 
• Boutique shopping 
• Street performers 
• Public squares 
• Art galleries 

It's one of North America's best-preserved historic districts.



 Notre-Dame Basilica⛪

One of Montréal's most famous landmarks is the stunning Notre-Dame Basilica.

Highlights include:

• Brilliant blue ceiling 
• Gold-leaf details 
• Stained-glass windows 
• Remarkable architecture 
• Historic pipe organ 

Many visitors consider it one of the most beautiful churches in North America.

 Old Port of Montréal🌊

The revitalized Old Port is one of the city's most popular gathering places.

Enjoy:

• Waterfront promenades 
• River cruises 



• Cafés 
• Parks 
• Festivals 
• Street entertainment 
• Observation wheel 

It's a wonderful place to spend a relaxing afternoon.

 Mount Royal🌳

Overlooking the city is Mount Royal, the hill that inspired Montréal's name.

Visitors can enjoy:

• Panoramic skyline views 
• Walking trails 
• Scenic overlooks 
• Beautiful gardens 
• Wildlife 
• Photography 

The Kondiaronk Belvedere offers one of the best views of the city.

 Montréal's Food Scene�🍽️



Montréal is considered one of North America's top culinary destinations.

Be sure to try:

 Montréal Smoked Meat🥪

 Montréal Bagels🥯

 Poutine🧀

 Fresh Pastries🥐

 Maple Desserts🍁

 Québec Cheeses🧀

The city's blend of French, Canadian, and international cuisine is truly exceptional.

 Festivals & Culture🎭

Montréal is famous for its year-round festivals.

Depending on the season, you may experience:

• Street performers 
• Live music 
• Outdoor art 
• Cultural celebrations 
• Food festivals 
• International events 

The city's energy is contagious.



 Shopping�🛍️

Popular souvenirs include:

• Maple syrup 
• Local artwork 
• Handmade jewelry 
• French chocolates 
• Québec cheeses 
• Fashion 
• Artisan crafts 

Old Montréal offers some of the city's most unique shopping.

 Best Photo Spots📸

Favorite photography locations include:



• Notre-Dame Basilica 
• Place Jacques-Cartier 
• Mount Royal Lookout 
• Old Port 
• Bonsecours Market 
• Historic waterfront 

Every neighborhood offers beautiful architecture and vibrant street life.

 Getting Around🚇

Montréal is easy to explore using:

• Walking 
• Metro (subway) 
• Taxis 
• Ride-share services 
• Public buses 
• Bicycles 

Old Montréal is especially pedestrian-friendly.

 Cruise Day Tips🚢
• Wear comfortable walking shoes for cobblestone streets. 
• Bring a light jacket, especially in spring and fall. 
• Start early if you want to tour Notre-Dame Basilica before larger crowds arrive. 
• Try both a Montréal bagel and smoked meat sandwich—they're local icons. 
• If your cruise begins or ends here, consider spending at least two extra nights in the city. 



 Premium Travel Group Tip⭐
If your cruise itinerary allows, spend at least two days in Montréal before or after your sailing. The city 
has so much to offer that a single port day only scratches the surface. Between Old Montréal, Mount 
Royal, the incredible food scene, and the city's museums and neighborhoods, you'll be glad you gave 
yourself extra time.

 Continue Exploring New England & Canada📚
Continue planning your adventure with our other guides:

• French Canada Guide 
• New England & Canada Cruise Planning Guide 
• Cruise vs. CruiseTour Guide 
• Québec City Cruise Port Guide 
• Saguenay Cruise Port Guide 
• Best Time to Cruise New England & Canada 
• New England & Canada Packing Guide 
• Canadian Maritime Culture Guide 
• Fall Foliage Guide 
• Wildlife Guide 

 Fun Facts⚓
• Montréal is the second-largest French-speaking city in the world after Paris when measured 

by metropolitan population. 
• The city was founded in 1642, making it one of Canada's oldest major cities. 
• Montréal's Underground City includes more than 20 miles (32 km) of connected walkways, 

shopping centers, hotels, and transit stations. 
• Montréal is named after Mount Royal, the hill overlooking the city. 
• The city hosts one of the world's largest jazz festivals every summer. 

 Why You'll Love Montréal🌊
Montréal offers the perfect combination of European elegance and North American energy. Historic 
architecture, incredible restaurants, beautiful parks, vibrant festivals, and a rich French heritage make it 
one of Canada's most exciting destinations. Whether you're sipping coffee at a sidewalk café, exploring 
centuries-old streets, or enjoying panoramic views from Mount Royal, Montréal delivers an experience 
that's both sophisticated and welcoming.



 Joe's Logbook🧭
Montréal is one of those cities that keeps revealing something new every time you visit.

One minute you're wandering through the historic streets of Old Montréal, surrounded by buildings that 
date back hundreds of years. The next, you're in a lively neighborhood filled with modern cafés, public 
art, and some of the best food you'll find anywhere in North America.

If I could offer one piece of advice, it would be to give yourself extra time here if your cruise begins or 
ends in Montréal. It's far more than just another embarkation port. Spend an afternoon exploring the 
Old Port, visit Notre-Dame Basilica, ride up to Mount Royal for the incredible city views, and make 
sure you sample a Montréal bagel and a smoked meat sandwich before you leave.

For me, Montréal perfectly complements Québec City. Québec feels like stepping into a historic 
European village, while Montréal combines that French heritage with the energy and creativity of a 
world-class city. Together, they create one of the most memorable endings—or beginnings—to any 
New England & Canada cruise.
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