
 Martha's Vineyard Cruise Port Guide⚓
An Island of Coastal Charm, Beaches & Timeless New England 
Beauty

Just seven miles off the coast of Massachusetts, Martha's Vineyard is one of New England's most 
beloved island destinations. Known for its picturesque harbors, colorful cottages, historic lighthouses, 
beautiful beaches, and relaxed coastal atmosphere, the island has welcomed visitors for generations.

While famous as a summer retreat for presidents, celebrities, and families alike, Martha's Vineyard has 
maintained its authentic New England charm. Whether you're strolling through the colorful streets of 
Oak Bluffs, exploring elegant Edgartown, or admiring the breathtaking Aquinnah Cliffs, you'll quickly 
understand why this island is considered one of America's premier vacation destinations.

For cruise passengers, Martha's Vineyard offers a peaceful escape filled with natural beauty, maritime 
history, and unforgettable scenery.

 Cruise Port Information⚓

Cruise ships visiting Martha's Vineyard typically anchor offshore.



Guests usually:

• Travel ashore by tender. 
• Arrive near Oak Bluffs Harbor. 
• Can easily explore downtown on foot. 
• Have access to island tours, taxis, and shuttle transportation. 

The island is compact, making it easy to visit several communities during your port day.

 Oak Bluffs🌈

Oak Bluffs is the island's most colorful community.

Highlights include:

• The famous Gingerbread Cottages 
• Flying Horses Carousel (America's oldest operating carousel) 
• Oak Bluffs Harbor 
• Waterfront parks 
• Boutique shopping 
• Ice cream shops 

It's often the first stop for cruise visitors.



 Explore Edgartown�🏛️

Edgartown offers a completely different atmosphere.

Known for:

• Elegant white captain's homes 
• Historic churches 
• Charming boutiques 
• Beautiful harbor 
• Edgartown Lighthouse 

It's one of the most photographed villages in New England.

 Aquinnah Cliffs🌊

One of the island's most spectacular natural attractions is the Aquinnah Cliffs.



Visitors enjoy:

• Dramatic multicolored clay cliffs 
• Atlantic Ocean views 
• Gay Head Lighthouse 
• Native American history 
• Scenic overlooks 

It's well worth the drive across the island.

 Explore by Bike🚴

Martha's Vineyard is famous for its bike-friendly roads and paths.

Popular cycling routes connect:

• Oak Bluffs 
• Edgartown 
• Vineyard Haven 
• State Beach 

Bike rentals are readily available near the harbor.



 Beaches�🏖️

Beautiful beaches include:

• South Beach 
• State Beach 
• Lighthouse Beach 
• Menemsha Beach 

Whether you're looking for a relaxing walk or a scenic picnic, the island's coastline never disappoints.

 Local Foods to Try🦞

Island favorites include:

 Lobster Roll🦞

 Fresh Oysters🦪

 New England Clam Chowder🥣

 Seafood Platters🦀

 Steamed Lobster🦞

 Homemade Ice Cream🍦



 Shopping�🛍️

Popular souvenirs include:

• Island artwork 
• Handmade jewelry 
• Nautical décor 
• Local photography 
• Vineyard apparel 
• Gourmet food products 

Both Oak Bluffs and Edgartown offer excellent shopping.

 Best Photo Spots📸

Favorite locations include:

• Gingerbread Cottages 
• Aquinnah Cliffs 
• Edgartown Lighthouse 
• Oak Bluffs Harbor 
• Flying Horses Carousel 
• State Beach 



 Cruise Day Tips🚢
• Wear comfortable walking shoes. 
• Consider renting a bike or joining an island tour if you want to see more than one village. 
• Bring a light sweater or jacket for ocean breezes. 
• Allow extra time to return for your tender. 
• Summer weekends can be busy, so plan accordingly. 

 Premium Travel Group Tip⭐
If your time is limited, spend the morning exploring the colorful cottages and harbor at Oak Bluffs, 
then take a guided tour or taxi to Aquinnah Cliffs before returning through Edgartown. It's the best way 
to experience three of Martha's Vineyard's most iconic locations in a single day.

 Continue Exploring New England & Canada📚
Continue planning your adventure with our other guides:

• New England & Canada Cruise Planning Guide 
• Best Time to Cruise New England & Canada 
• New England & Canada Packing Guide 
• Boston Cruise Port Guide 
• Newport Cruise Port Guide 
• Provincetown Cruise Port Guide 
• Lighthouse Guide 
• Fall Foliage Guide 
• Seafood Lover's Guide 
• Wildlife Guide 

 Fun Facts⚓
• Martha's Vineyard is approximately 100 square miles, making it one of the largest islands on 

the U.S. East Coast. 
• The Flying Horses Carousel, built in 1876, is the oldest continuously operating carousel in the 

United States. 
• The island has been a favorite summer retreat for U.S. presidents, artists, and writers for 

decades. 
• The colorful Aquinnah Cliffs are made of layers of clay that have formed over thousands of 

years. 



• Parts of the movie Jaws were filmed on Martha's Vineyard in 1974, and fans can still visit many 
of the filming locations. 

 Why You'll Love Martha's Vineyard🌊
Martha's Vineyard perfectly captures the relaxed elegance of coastal New England. Historic villages, 
colorful cottages, scenic lighthouses, quiet beaches, and fresh seafood create an atmosphere that 
encourages visitors to slow down and enjoy island life. Whether you're discovering the charm of Oak 
Bluffs or taking in the breathtaking views from Aquinnah Cliffs, Martha's Vineyard offers an 
unforgettable escape from the everyday.

 Joe's Logbook🧭
Martha's Vineyard feels like the kind of place where time moves just a little slower—and I mean that in 
the best possible way.

One of the things I enjoy most is that each village has its own personality. Oak Bluffs is colorful and 
lively, Edgartown is elegant and historic, and Aquinnah offers some of the most breathtaking coastal 
scenery in all of New England.

If you're visiting on a cruise, don't feel like you have to rush from one attraction to the next. Take time 
to sit by the harbor, enjoy some fresh seafood, and simply appreciate the island's laid-back atmosphere. 
Sometimes the best travel memories come from slowing down enough to enjoy where you are.

For me, Martha's Vineyard is more than just another port of call—it's a place that captures everything 
people love about New England's coast: history, beauty, hospitality, and unforgettable seaside charm.
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