% Caribbean Iguanas Guide

Meet the Caribbean's Ancient Island Reptiles

Oﬁe of the Caribbean's most surprising wildlife encounters often hapens on land. As you stroll
through a park, relax on a beach, or explore a nature trail, you may suddenly spot a large iguana
quietly sunning itself on a rock or slowly crossing your path.

These remarkable reptiles have lived on Caribbean islands for millions of years and have become one
of the region's most recognizable land animals. While they may appear prehistoric, iguanas are
generally shy, peaceful, and spend much of their day basking in the warm tropical sunshine.

Whether you're visiting Aruba, Curacao, St. Maarten, The Bahamas, or Grand Cayman, seeing an
iguana in its natural environment is a memorable reminder that the Caribbean is home to much more
than beautiful beaches.

% Meet the Caribbean Iguanas
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Several species of iguanas live throughout the Caribbean.



The most commonly seen include:
@ Green Iguana

The species most visitors encounter.
Recognized by:

* Bright green to gray coloring

* Long striped tail

* Row of spines along the back
* Large dewlap beneath the chin

v~ Lesser Antillean Iguana

Found on a smaller number of islands and considered one of the Caribbean's native iguana species.

Many populations are protected because of habitat loss and competition from introduced species.
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Iguanas are found on many Caribbean islands.
Common places to spot them include:

* Parks

* Botanical gardens
* Beaches

* Mangrove forests
* Rocky coastlines

* Resort grounds

* Nature reserves

They often become active shortly after sunrise as they warm themselves in the sun.
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‘®- Masters of Sunbathing

You'll often find them:
* Resting on rocks
» Sitting in trees
* Lying beside walking paths
* Perched on seawalls

They may remain perfectly still for long periods before suddenly darting away if startled.

£> What Do Iguanas Eat?

Most Caribbean iguanas are primarily herbivores.
Their diet includes:

* Leaves



* Flowers

* Fruits

* Seeds

* Tender shoots

By feeding on plants and spreading seeds, they help maintain healthy island ecosystems.

v~ Important Island Residents

Native iguanas play an important ecological role.
They help:

* Disperse seeds

* Support healthy forests

* Maintain plant diversity

* Contribute to balanced island ecosystems

Many islands have active conservation programs to protect native iguana species.

ez Photography Tips
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For the best photos:

* Approach slowly and quietly.



* Use a zoom lens instead of getting too close.
* Capture iguanas while they're basking.

* Include tropical scenery for context.

* Never corner or disturb the animal.

Patience often rewards photographers with excellent wildlife images.
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Help protect Caribbean iguanas by-:

* Never feeding them.

* Keeping a respectful distance.

* Avoiding sudden movements.

* Leaving them in their natural habitat.

* Following park and reserve guidelines.

Although they may appear tame, they are wild animals and deserve space.

Premium Travel Group Tip

Many first-time visitors are surprised by how large Caribbean iguanas can be! If you spot one near a
walking path or resort, simply pause and enjoy the moment. Iguanas are usually more interested in
soaking up the sun than interacting with people, making them one of the easiest wildlife species to
observe responsibly.

Ik Continue Exploring Caribbean Wildlife

Continue your wildlife adventure with our related guides:

¢ Caribbean Sea Turtles Guide
* Caribbean Flamingos Guide



* Nurse Sharks Guide

* Dolphins of the Caribbean Guide

* Tropical Reef Fish Guide

* Coral Reefs Guide

* Caribbean Spiny Lobster Guide

* Caribbean Land Crabs & Hermit Crabs Guide
» Caribbean Frigatebirds & Pelicans Guide

I, Fun Facts

* Iguanas belong to a group of reptiles that has existed for tens of millions of years, giving them
their prehistoric appearance.

* Green iguanas can grow to more than 6 feet (1.8 meters) long, with much of that length made
up by their powerful tails.

* Aniguana's tail can be used for balance, swimming, and defense if threatened.

* Iguanas are excellent climbers and strong swimmers, with some species capable of diving into
the water to escape predators.

* Several native Caribbean iguana species are considered threatened, making conservation efforts
especially important throughout the region.

Why You'll Love Caribbean Iguanas

Caribbean iguanas offer a fascinating glimpse into the islands' natural history. Their prehistoric
appearance, calm demeanor, and impressive size make them one of the easiest and most rewarding
wildlife encounters for cruise travelers. Whether you find one basking on a seaside rock or quietly
watching from a tree branch, these remarkable reptiles remind us that the Caribbean's beauty extends
far beyond its beaches.

= Joe's Logbook

The first time I saw an iguana on a Caribbean island, I honestly had to stop for a second.
It looked like a tiny dinosaur had wandered out of the trees and decided to take a nap in the sunshine.

What I've come to appreciate is just how relaxed these animals are. Most of the time, they're perfectly
content to sit on a rock, soak up the warmth, and watch the world go by. If you give them a little space,
they'll usually let you enjoy a great wildlife encounter without even moving.

One thing I always tell travelers is not to feed them, even if they seem curious. Wild animals stay
healthiest when they keep their natural behaviors, and respecting that is part of being a responsible
visitor.



The Caribbean is full of unexpected wildlife, and iguanas are a perfect example. They may not swim
with sea turtles or soar like frigatebirds, but they add another unforgettable chapter to every island
adventure.

Sometimes the oldest residents of the Caribbean are also the most photogenic.
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