&. Caribbean Frigatebirds & Pelicans Guide
Meet the Masters of the Caribbean Skies

Long before you spot dolphins or sea turtles, chances are you'll notice the birds soaring above the
Caribbean Sea. Two of the region's most recognizable coastal birds are the Magnificent Frigatebird
and the Brown Pelican. Whether gliding effortlessly over turquoise waters or diving dramatically for
fish, these birds are an unforgettable part of the Caribbean experience.

From the beaches of The Bahamas and Barbados to the reefs of Belize, the harbors of Curacao, and
the coastlines of Bonaire, frigatebirds and pelicans are constant companions for cruise travelers
exploring the islands.

Learning to recognize these remarkable birds adds another layer of appreciation to every day spent on
the water.

¥ Magnificent Frigatebird
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The Magnificent Frigatebird is one of the Caribbean's most impressive seabirds.



Recognized by:

* Long, narrow wings

* Deeply forked tail

* Graceful soaring flight

* Males with an inflatable bright red throat pouch during breeding season

With a wingspan reaching more than 7 feet (2.1 meters), they spend much of their lives soaring high
above the ocean.

/“ Masters of Flight
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Frigatebirds are built for effortless flight.
They can:

* Glide for hours without flapping

* Ride warm air currents

» Travel long distances

* Catch food near the ocean's surface

Unlike many seabirds, their feathers are not waterproof, so they rarely land on the water.




@ Brown Pelicans

Brown Pelicans are among the easiest Caribbean birds to recognize.
Known for:

* Large throat pouch

* Long bill

* Heavy body

* Graceful gliding flight

They are commonly seen resting on docks, piers, mangroves, and navigation markers.

+% The Famous Dive

Brown Pelicans hunt using one of nature's most spectacular techniques.
They:

* Fly above schools of fish.
* Spot prey from the air.
* Fold their wings.



* Dive headfirst into the water.
* Scoop up fish using their expandable throat pouch.

Watching a pelican perform a perfect plunge dive is a highlight of many Caribbean cruises.

' Where You'll See Them

Both species are found throughout the Caribbean.

Excellent locations include:

* Bs The Bahamas

* Bz Belize

* BQ Bonaire

* BB Barbados

* ¢cw Curagao

* v1 U.S. Virgin Islands
* Ky Grand Cayman

Keep an eye on harbors, beaches, and rocky coastlines.




v~ Important Coastal Guardians

These birds are important indicators of healthy marine ecosystems.

They help scientists monitor:

 Fish populations

* Coastal habitat health

* Marine biodiversity

* Environmental changes

Healthy bird populations usually reflect healthy oceans.

ez Photography Tips

For great wildlife photos:

* Use burst mode for pelican dives.

* Photograph frigatebirds soaring against blue skies.
* Visit harbors early in the morning.

* Look for pelicans perched on docks.



* Include the coastline for dramatic compositions.

Premium Travel Group Tip

One of the easiest wildlife experiences on any Caribbean cruise is simply looking up. While many
passengers focus on the beaches, these incredible birds are constantly putting on a show overhead.
Grab a seat on an open deck as your ship approaches port—you may watch frigatebirds gliding
effortlessly above the harbor or pelicans diving for breakfast.

'k Continue Exploring Caribbean Wildlife

Continue your wildlife adventure with our related guides:

* Caribbean Sea Turtles Guide

* Caribbean Flamingos Guide

* Nurse Sharks Guide

* Dolphins of the Caribbean Guide

* Tropical Reef Fish Guide

* Coral Reefs Guide

* Caribbean Spiny Lobster Guide

* (Caribbean Land Crabs & Hermit Crabs Guide

I, Fun Facts

* Magnificent Frigatebirds have one of the largest wingspan-to-body-weight ratios of any
bird, allowing them to soar for hours with very little effort.

* Male frigatebirds inflate their brilliant red throat pouch like a balloon during courtship to
attract females.

* Brown Pelicans can plunge-dive from heights of 30-60 feet (9-18 meters) to catch fish.

* Pelicans have special air sacs beneath their skin that help cushion the impact of their dramatic
dives.

» Frigatebirds are sometimes nicknamed "pirate birds" because they occasionally chase other
seabirds and steal their catch in a behavior known as kleptoparasitism.

Why You'll Love Caribbean Frigatebirds &
Pelicans

These iconic seabirds are part of nearly every Caribbean coastal scene. Frigatebirds impress with their
effortless soaring and incredible aerial skills, while pelicans entertain visitors with dramatic dives and



comical personalities. Together, they remind us that some of the Caribbean's best wildlife experiences
happen not beneath the waves—but high above them.

= Joe's Logbook

One thing I've learned after many cruises is that some of the best wildlife doesn't require an excursion
ticket.

It just requires looking up.

As your ship sails into port, you'll often see frigatebirds effortlessly circling overhead without seeming
to flap their wings. Then, almost without warning, a pelican folds its wings and dives straight into the
water like a feathered missile. It never gets old.

I especially enjoy watching pelicans around fishing docks. They somehow manage to look both
graceful and a little clumsy at the same time, and they always seem to know exactly where the next
meal will appear.

The next time you're standing on your balcony or enjoying the open deck, take a few minutes to watch
the sky as much as the sea. You may discover that some of the Caribbean's most entertaining wildlife
spends its time soaring above the waves instead of swimming beneath them.

Sometimes the best birdwatching happens when you're simply waiting for the ship to dock.
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