
 Forts of San Juan Guide🏰
Explore the Historic Guardians of Puerto Rico

For more than 400 years, the mighty forts of San Juan, Puerto Rico have stood watch over one of the 
Caribbean's most important harbors. Built by Spain to defend its New World empire, these impressive 
stone fortresses protected treasure fleets, repelled invading armies, and witnessed centuries of 
Caribbean history.

Today, Castillo San Felipe del Morro and Castillo San Cristóbal are among Puerto Rico's most 
visited attractions and are part of the San Juan National Historic Site, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. Walking through these massive forts is like stepping back into the Age of Exploration, where 
towering walls, cannon batteries, and sweeping ocean views tell the story of one of the Caribbean's 
greatest military strongholds.

Whether you're a history enthusiast, photographer, or first-time visitor, exploring the forts is one of the 
best experiences in San Juan.

 Castillo San Felipe del Morro🏰

Known simply as El Morro, Castillo San Felipe del Morro is Puerto Rico's most iconic landmark.



Construction began in 1539, with the fortress expanding over the next 250 years into one of Spain's 
strongest defensive structures in the Americas.

Highlights include:

• Six levels of fortifications 
• Historic cannon batteries 
• The iconic lighthouse 
• Massive stone walls 
• Underground passageways 
• Spectacular Atlantic Ocean views 

Standing atop El Morro's walls, it's easy to imagine Spanish ships arriving from Europe while enemy 
fleets approached from the horizon.

 Castillo San Cristóbal🏰

Located just east of El Morro, Castillo San Cristóbal was built to protect San Juan from attacks by 
land.

Completed in 1783, it became the largest Spanish fort built in the Americas, covering more than 27 
acres (11 hectares).

Visitors can explore:

• Guardhouses 
• Underground tunnels 
• Observation posts 
• Dungeons 
• Cannon emplacements 
• Expansive defensive walls 

Its impressive design demonstrates the sophistication of Spanish military engineering.



 The City Walls�🛡️

Connecting the forts are the famous city walls of Old San Juan.

These impressive fortifications once surrounded the city, protecting it from pirates, privateers, and 
foreign armies.

Today, visitors can stroll along sections of the walls while enjoying panoramic views of:

• San Juan Bay 
• The Atlantic Ocean 
• Historic Old San Juan 
• Colorful colonial buildings 

 Defending the Caribbean�⚔️

Over the centuries, San Juan's forts defended Puerto Rico against attacks by:



• English forces 
• Dutch fleets 
• French privateers 
• Pirates 
• Rival European empires 

Despite numerous sieges, the defenses helped Spain maintain control of Puerto Rico for nearly four 
centuries.

 Exploring Old San Juan🚶

Many visitors combine the forts with a walking tour of Old San Juan.

Don't miss:

• Colorful colonial buildings 
• Blue cobblestone streets 
• Historic churches 
• Local cafés 
• Artisan shops 
• Public plazas 

Everything is within walking distance, making it easy to spend an entire day exploring the historic 
district.



 Visiting from a Cruise Ship🚢

One of the best things about visiting San Juan is how accessible the forts are.

From the cruise port you can:

• Walk to Old San Juan 
• Join a guided walking tour 
• Take a taxi 
• Explore independently 

Many cruise visitors spend several hours exploring both forts before enjoying lunch or shopping 
downtown.

 What to Bring🎒

Bring:

• Comfortable walking shoes 
• Hat 
• Sunglasses 
• Reef-safe sunscreen 
• Refillable water bottle 
• Camera 
• Light backpack 



 Photography Tips📸

For incredible photos:

• Capture the Atlantic Ocean from El Morro's walls. 
• Photograph the colorful streets of Old San Juan. 
• Look for historic cannons overlooking the sea. 
• Visit early or late in the day for softer lighting. 
• Include the lighthouse and massive stone walls in your compositions. 

 Premium Travel Group Tip⭐
Wear comfortable shoes and allow yourself plenty of time. Exploring the forts isn't just about seeing 
the buildings—it's about wandering through centuries of history. Take time to read the exhibits, climb 
the walls, and enjoy the incredible views. It's one of the most rewarding self-guided experiences you'll 
find on any Caribbean cruise.

 Continue Exploring the Eastern Caribbean📚
Continue your Eastern Caribbean adventure with our related guides:

• El Yunque Rainforest Guide 
• The Baths Guide 
• Magen's Bay Guide 
• Pitons of St. Lucia Guide 
• Soufrière Hills Volcano Experience Guide 
• San Juan Cruise Port Guide 
• Old San Juan Guide (coming soon) 



 Fun Facts⚓
• Castillo San Felipe del Morro took nearly 250 years to reach its final form as new defensive 

features were added over time. 
• Castillo San Cristóbal is the largest Spanish-built fortification in the Americas. 
• The blue-gray cobblestones throughout Old San Juan were originally used as ballast in Spanish 

ships crossing the Atlantic. 
• The San Juan fortifications are recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, celebrating 

their outstanding historical and architectural significance. 
• During the Spanish-American War of 1898, El Morro fired some of its last defensive shots 

before Puerto Rico came under United States control. 

 Why You'll Love the Forts of San Juan🌟
The forts of San Juan offer much more than beautiful views—they provide a journey through centuries 
of Caribbean history. From towering stone walls and ancient cannons to colorful colonial streets just 
beyond the gates, every step reveals another chapter in Puerto Rico's remarkable story. Whether you're 
fascinated by military history or simply enjoy exploring historic places, the forts are an unforgettable 
highlight of any visit to San Juan.

 Joe's Logbook🧭
If there's one place in San Juan that immediately transports you back in time, it's El Morro.

Standing on those massive walls, looking out across the Atlantic, it's easy to imagine Spanish galleons 
arriving with treasure from the New World or enemy ships appearing on the horizon. The ocean breeze, 
the old cannons, and the sound of waves crashing against the cliffs make history feel surprisingly real.

One thing I always recommend is not to rush through the forts. It's tempting to snap a few photos and 
move on, but the real experience comes from wandering through the tunnels, climbing the ramparts, 
and taking a moment to appreciate just how important this harbor once was to the Spanish Empire.

After exploring the forts, take time to stroll through the colorful streets of Old San Juan. Together, they 
create one of the most rewarding and memorable port days you'll find anywhere in the Caribbean.

Some destinations impress you with beaches. San Juan impresses you with a story that's been standing 
watch over the Caribbean for nearly five centuries. 
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