
 Alaska Dog Sledding Experience Guide🛷
Experience Alaska's Official State Sport

Few experiences capture the spirit of Alaska quite like dog sledding. Long before highways connected 
remote communities, sled dogs were the lifeline of the Last Frontier—delivering mail, transporting 
supplies, and helping people survive some of the harshest winters on Earth.

Today, dog sledding remains Alaska's official state sport and is one of the most memorable excursions 
available to cruise visitors. Whether you're riding across a glacier in the middle of summer or visiting a 
kennel to meet future racing champions, this uniquely Alaskan adventure offers a fascinating look into 
the state's history, culture, and enduring traditions.

For many travelers, meeting the enthusiastic sled dogs—and especially the playful puppies—is every 
bit as memorable as the ride itself.

 Why Dog Sledding is So Special🐕



Dog sledding is more than an excursion—it's an important part of Alaska's heritage.

For generations, sled dogs were used to:

• Deliver mail 
• Transport food and supplies 
• Connect remote villages 
• Assist trappers and explorers 
• Provide emergency transportation during winter 

Today, the tradition continues through recreational mushing and famous long-distance races.

 Glacier Dog Sledding🚁

One of Alaska's most unforgettable experiences combines a helicopter flight with dog sledding on a 
glacier.

Your adventure typically includes:

• Scenic helicopter flight 
• Landing on a snow-covered glacier 
• Meeting the sled dog team 
• Dog sled ride across the glacier 
• Time to meet the mushers 
• Plenty of photo opportunities 

Even in July, you'll be standing on snow!



 Summer Dog Sled Camps�🏕️

Not every experience requires a glacier.

Many cruise ports offer visits to summer training camps where you'll:

• Meet sled dogs 
• Watch training demonstrations 
• Learn about mushing 
• Meet experienced mushers 
• Often cuddle adorable sled dog puppies 

Some camps use specially designed wheeled carts for dry-land training.

 Meet the Real Stars🐶

Most sled dogs in Alaska are Alaskan Huskies, not Siberian Huskies.

They're bred for:

• Endurance 
• Intelligence 



• Speed 
• Teamwork 
• Friendly personalities 

These dogs genuinely love to run and often bark excitedly when it's time to head out on the trail.

 The Iditarod🏆

Dog sledding is closely associated with the famous Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.

The race covers approximately:

• 1,000 miles 
• Anchorage ceremonial start 
• Official restart near Willow 
• Finish in Nome 

It celebrates Alaska's historic mail and supply routes while honoring the courage and teamwork of 
mushers and their dogs.

 Where Can Cruise Guests Experience Dog 🚢
Sledding?

Popular cruise ports offering dog sled experiences include:



• Juneau 
• Skagway 
• Seward (land tours) 
• Anchorage (pre- or post-cruise) 

Glacier dog sledding excursions are especially popular in Juneau.

 Photography Tips📸

For unforgettable photos:

• Capture the excitement before the ride begins. 
• Photograph the helicopter approaching the glacier. 
• Take wide shots of the glacier landscape. 
• Get close-ups of the dogs. 
• Don't forget plenty of puppy pictures! 

The combination of snow, mountains, and enthusiastic dogs creates incredible images.

 What Should You Wear?🧥
Even during summer:

Bring:

 Sunglasses✔

 Jacket✔

 Closed-toe shoes✔

 Camera✔

 Sunscreen✔

Glaciers can be much colder than nearby cruise ports.



 Is It Worth the Cost?⭐
Glacier dog sledding is one of Alaska's more expensive excursions, but many travelers consider it a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

You're combining:

• Helicopter flight 
• Glacier landing 
• Dog sled ride 
• Educational experience 
• Incredible scenery 

For many visitors, it's the highlight of their Alaska vacation.

 Premium Travel Group Tip⭐
If glacier dog sledding is on your bucket list, reserve it as early as possible. These excursions have 
limited space because helicopters can only carry a small number of passengers at a time. They often 
sell out months before the cruise, especially during peak summer sailings.

 Continue Exploring Alaska📚
Continue planning your Alaska adventure with our other guides:

• Alaska Railroad Experience Guide 
• Wildlife Photography Guide 
• Alaska Planning Guide 
• Alaska Packing Guide 
• Juneau Cruise Port Guide 
• Skagway Cruise Port Guide 
• Mendenhall Glacier Guide 
• Best Time to Visit Alaska 
• Glacier Bay Guide 
• Best Places to See Wildlife Guide 

 Fun Facts🐕
• Dog sledding is the official state sport of Alaska. 
• An Iditarod team begins with up to 16 dogs. 
• Alaskan Huskies are bred for performance rather than appearance, making each dog unique. 
• Sled dogs can run more than 100 miles in a single day during long-distance races. 



• The excited barking you hear before a run isn't nervousness—it's anticipation. Most sled dogs 
absolutely love to run. 

 Why Dog Sledding is an Unforgettable 🌄
Alaska Experience
Dog sledding connects visitors with one of Alaska's most enduring traditions. It's a chance to 
experience the teamwork between musher and dogs, learn about the history of transportation in the Last 
Frontier, and witness the enthusiasm of animals that truly enjoy what they do. Whether you're gliding 
across a glacier or meeting future racing champions at a summer kennel, dog sledding offers a deeper 
appreciation for Alaska's adventurous spirit.

 Joe's Logbook🧭
When people think about Alaska, glaciers usually come to mind first. But for me, dog sledding is just 
as iconic.

There's something special about watching a team of eager sled dogs jumping with excitement, ready to 
do what they love most. The moment the musher gives the command and the team takes off, everything 
suddenly becomes quiet except for the sound of the runners gliding across the snow. It's an experience 
that's hard to describe until you've lived it.

If you're trying to decide whether a glacier dog sledding excursion is worth the investment, I'd say this: 
it's one of those adventures that combines everything people dream about when they picture Alaska—
helicopters, glaciers, incredible scenery, and amazing dogs. For many travelers, it becomes the story 
they tell first when they get home.
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