cwW Curacao Cruise Port Guide

Your Complete Guide to Willemstad, Dutch Caribbean Culture,
Beaches & Hidden Island Treasures
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Curacao is one of the Caribbean's most colorful and culturally rich cruise destinations. Part of the
Dutch Caribbean ABC Islands (Aruba, Bonaire, and Curagao), the island combines European charm
with Caribbean beauty, creating an atmosphere unlike anywhere else in the region.

From the iconic pastel-colored waterfront of Willemstad to secluded beaches, sea caves, snorkeling
reefs, and historic forts, Curacao offers visitors the perfect blend of history, culture, and outdoor
adventure.

Like neighboring Aruba and Bonaire, Curagao sits outside the traditional hurricane belt, making it
one of the Caribbean's most dependable year-round cruise destinations.

Whether you're exploring UNESCO World Heritage streets, relaxing on a pristine beach, snorkeling
with sea turtles, or sampling the island's famous Blue Curacgao liqueur, Curagao is a destination that
never disappoints.

© Where Do Cruise Ships Dock?




Most cruise ships dock at the Mega Pier in Willemstad.
From the pier, it's about a 10-15 minute walk to the historic downtown.
The port area includes:

* Visitor Information

» Taxi stand

* Excursion meeting points
* Shopping

* Cafés

* Waterfront promenade

The walk into town is flat, scenic, and well worth it.

A& Explore Willemstad

Willemstad is one of the most beautiful cities in the CaribBean and has been designated a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

Don't miss:

(# Handelskade

The famous row of colorful Dutch colonial buildings that has become Curagao's signature postcard
view.

Queen Emma Floating Bridge

Known locally as the "Swinging Old Lady," this floating pedestrian bridge connects the districts of
Punda and Otrobanda.

When ships enter the harbor, the bridge opens by swinging to the side—a fun sight if you happen to
catch it in action.

Wi Fort Amsterdam

Built in 1635, this historic Dutch fort remains an important government building today.



&, Punda & Otrobanda
Explore:

* Boutique shopping
* Local cafés

e Street art

*  Museums

* Waterfront dining
* Dutch architecture

Top Shore Excursions
-7 Cas Abao Beach
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Often considered Curacao's most beautiful beach.
Features:

*  White sand

* Crystal-clear water

* Excellent snorkeling
* Beach chairs

* Restaurant

Perfect for a relaxing beach day.




(. Playa Kenepa (Kleine Knip & Grote Knip)
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These stunning beaches are famous for:

* Turquoise water

* Cliff views

* Excellent snorkeling
* Natural beauty

Many visitors consider Grote Knip one of the prettiest beaches in the Caribbean.

%) Sea Turtle Snorkeling
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One of Curagao's signature experiences.

At Playa Piskado, visitors often have the opportunity to snorkel alongside wild sea turtles in their
natural habitat.

Remember to observe wildlife respectfully and avoid touching or feeding the turtles.




=2 Blue Curacao Distillery

Visit the home of the famous Blue Curacao Liqueur.
Learn about:

* Distillation process
* Laraha citrus fruit
* Island history

* Product tastings

A fun stop for adults.

49 West Island Tour

Explore:

* National parks

* Beaches

» Salt flats

* Flamingos

* Local villages

* Scenic viewpoints

Perfect for first-time visitors.

@© Submarine or Semi-Submarine Adventure

Experience Curacao's underwater world without getting wet.
Ideal for:

¢ Families
¢ Non-swimmers
¢  Marine life enthusiasts




7, Best Beaches
[ Cas Abao Beach

One of Curacao's finest beaches.
Excellent for:

e Swimming
* Snorkeling
* Families

T Grote Knip

One of the island's most photographed beaches.
Known for:

* Dramatic cliffs
* Crystal-clear water
* Incredible scenery

T Kleine Knip

A quieter alternative offering:

* Calm swimming
* Great snorkeling
* Local atmosphere

# Mambo Beach

The island's most lively beach.



Features:

¢ Restaurants

* Shopping

* Beach clubs

*  Water sports

* Live entertainment

& Shopping
Curacao offers excellent shopping opportunities.

Popular purchases include:

* Blue Curagao Liqueur

* Dutch cheeses

* Aloe products

* Caribbean artwork

* Handmade jewelry

* Delft pottery

* Local crafts

* Designer brands (duty-free)

Downtown Willemstad is one of the Caribbean's best shopping districts.

What to Eat

Don't leave Curacao without trying;:

* Keshi Yena

* Goat stew (Kabritu Stoba)
* Fresh seafood

* Pastechi

* Bitterballen

* Dutch pancakes

* Lionfish (when available)
* Blue Curacao desserts

Popular restaurants include:

* Plasa Bieu

* Gouverneur de Rouville
* Fort Nassau

* Kome

* BijBlauw



(. Hidden Gems

If you've visited Curacao before, consider exploring:

* Christoffel National Park

* Shete Boka National Park

* Hato Caves

» Flamingo Sanctuary at Sint Willibrordus
* Tugboat Beach

* Landhuis Ascension

These attractions reveal another side of Curacao beyond Willemstad.

* Weather Throughout the Year

Curacao enjoys one of the Caribbean's most pleasant climates.
Winter (December — February)

* Highs: 82-86°F (28-30°C)
¢ Comfortable trade winds
* Dry season

Spring (March — May)

* Highs: 84-88°F (29-31°C)
* Sunny and warm

Summer (June — August)

* Highs: 87-91°F (31-33°C)
*  Warm with cooling sea breezes

Fall (September — November)

* Highs: 86-90°F (30-32°C)
* Mostly sunny
¢  Minimal rainfall

Trade winds make Curagao comfortable throughout the year.




(® Hurricane Season

The Atlantic hurricane season runs from:
June 1 — November 30

Fortunately, Curacao lies well outside the traditional hurricane belt, making direct hurricane impacts
extremely uncommon.

This makes Curacgao one of the Caribbean's most reliable destinations for cruising year-round.

=, Getting Around

Transportation options include:

* Licensed taxis

* Rental cars

* Cruise excursions
e Public buses

Approximate travel times:

* Downtown Willemstad — 10—15 minute walk
* Mambo Beach — 10 minutes

* (Cas Abao Beach — 35 minutes

* Grote Knip — 45 minutes

* Shete Boka National Park — 45 minutes

Taxi fares are generally fixed by destination, and drivers can provide fare estimates before your trip
begins.

B What to Pack

Bring:

v Swimsuit

v Reef-safe sunscreen
v Sunglasses

v Wide-brim hat

v Comfortable walking shoes



v Water shoes

v Waterproof phone pouch
v Lightweight clothing

v Reusable water bottle

The Caribbean sun is strong throughout the year, so stay hydrated and reapply sunscreen often.

Premium Travel Group Tip

Many first-time visitors spend their entire day in Willemstad—and while it's one of the Caribbean's
most beautiful cities, don't overlook the island itself.

If time allows, combine a walk through the colorful streets of Punda and Otrobanda with an
afternoon at Cas Abao Beach or Grote Knip. You'll experience both Curagao's unique Dutch-
Caribbean culture and some of the clearest water anywhere in the Southern Caribbean.

If you're a snorkeler, don't miss the opportunity to swim with sea turtles or explore one of the island's
vibrant coral reefs.

Ik Continue Exploring the Southern Caribbean

Continue planning your vacation with our other guides:

* Aruba Cruise Port Guide

* Bonaire Cruise Port Guide

* Barbados Cruise Port Guide (coming soon)
* Grenada Cruise Port Guide (coming soon)
* St. Vincent Cruise Port Guide

* Martinique Cruise Port Guide

* Guadeloupe Cruise Port Guide

* Southern Caribbean Vacation Guide

» (Caribbean Vacation Planning Guide

* Vacation Packing Guide

* When to Visit the Caribbean

' Why Visit Curacao?

Curacao offers one of the most distinctive cruise experiences in the Caribbean. From the colorful
waterfront of Willemstad and its rich Dutch heritage to spectacular beaches, crystal-clear snorkeling,
fascinating history, and warm island hospitality, Curacao combines culture and natural beauty like few
other destinations. Whether you're exploring a UNESCO World Heritage city, snorkeling with sea



turtles, or relaxing on a secluded beach, Curacgao is an island that invites you to slow down and savor
every moment.

* Joe's Logbook

One of my favorite experiences in Curacao was visiting the Blue Curacao Distillery. Before my visit, I
thought it was just another flavored liqueur, but learning the history behind it completely changed my
perspective. The story of how the island's unique Laraha citrus fruit became the inspiration for one of
the world's most recognizable liqueurs is fascinating.

My favorite part of the tour was definitely the tasting room. I was surprised by just how many
different flavors they produce—not just the famous blue version! One of the fun facts I learned is that
many of the different flavors and colors come from natural ingredients like fruits, herbs, flowers,
and spices, not just artificial flavorings.

If you're looking for something a little different than another beach day, I highly recommend visiting
the distillery. It's a fun experience, you'll learn a little island history, and chances are you'll discover a
new favorite flavor before heading back to the ship.
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