
 New England & Canada Cruise vs. 🚢
CruiseTour Guide
Which Vacation Style Is Right for You?

One of the first decisions you'll make when planning a New England & Canada vacation is whether to 
book a traditional cruise or extend your adventure with a CruiseTour.

A cruise allows you to experience multiple coastal destinations while unpacking only once. A 
CruiseTour combines that relaxing cruise with additional hotel stays and guided sightseeing before or 
after your sailing, giving you more time to explore inland destinations and iconic cities.

Both options offer incredible experiences—the best choice depends on how much time you have, your 
travel style, and what you hope to see.

 What Is a Cruise?🚢

A traditional cruise focuses on the beautiful coastline of New England and Atlantic Canada.

Typical ports include:

• Boston 
• Portland 



• Bar Harbor 
• Halifax 
• Sydney 
• Charlottetown 
• Saint John 
• Québec City 

Advantages

 Unpack once✔

 Visit several destinations✔

 Enjoy onboard entertainment✔

 Relaxing travel✔

 Excellent value✔

A cruise is ideal if you want to explore multiple ports while enjoying all the amenities of your ship.

 What Is a CruiseTour?🚌

A CruiseTour combines your cruise with a land vacation.

Depending on the itinerary, you may spend extra time in destinations such as:

• Québec City 
• Montréal 
• Boston 
• Acadia National Park 
• Cape Breton 
• Bay of Fundy 

These tours often include:

• Hotel accommodations 



• Guided sightseeing 
• Motorcoach transportation 
• Additional meals (varies by package) 
• More time to explore 

 What You Can Experience on a CruiseTour�🏛️

Extra land time allows you to enjoy experiences that are difficult to fit into a single port day.

Popular attractions include:

• Walking the historic streets of Old Québec 
• Exploring Montréal's neighborhoods and museums 
• Driving the Cabot Trail 
• Visiting Hopewell Rocks in the Bay of Fundy 
• Spending a full day in Acadia National Park 
• Sampling regional cuisine at local restaurants 

 Time Comparison⏰



Cruise

Typically:

• 7–14 nights 
• Visit several ports 
• Short stays in each destination 

CruiseTour

Typically:

• 10–16+ days 
• Cruise plus land vacation 
• More time in selected destinations 

A CruiseTour is perfect if you're not in a hurry and want to explore more deeply.

 Activity Level🚶

Cruise

Usually:

• Moderate walking 
• Flexible pace 
• Easy to return to the ship 

CruiseTour

May include:

• Longer sightseeing days 
• More hotel check-ins 



• Motorcoach travel 
• Additional walking 

Be sure to consider your comfort level before choosing.

 Which Offers Better Photography?📸

Cruise

Best for:

• Coastal scenery 
• Lighthouses 
• Harbor towns 
• Sail-away views 

CruiseTour

Adds:

• Sunrise photography 
• Sunset landscapes 
• National parks 
• Scenic mountain drives 
• Historic cities after the crowds have left 

Photographers often appreciate the extra flexibility of a CruiseTour.



 Budget Considerations💰

Generally:

Cruise

• Lower overall cost 
• Fewer vacation days required 
• Excellent value 

CruiseTour

• Higher investment 
• More hotel nights 
• Additional transportation 
• More immersive experience 

Many travelers feel the added time is well worth the cost.

 Who Should Choose a Cruise?🍁
A traditional cruise is ideal if you:

 Are visiting the region for the first time✔

 Have one week available✔

 Want a relaxing vacation✔

 Enjoy unpacking only once✔

 Love scenic cruising✔

 Who Should Choose a CruiseTour?🌄
A CruiseTour is perfect if you:

 Have 10–16 days available✔



 Want to experience destinations in greater depth✔

 Enjoy guided sightseeing✔

 Love history and culture✔

 Prefer slower-paced exploration✔

 Premium Travel Group Tip⭐
If your schedule allows, I recommend adding at least two or three nights before or after your cruise in 
Québec City, Montréal, or Boston. These cities deserve more than a few hours in port, and spending 
extra time there gives you a richer experience without feeling rushed. Even if you don't choose a formal 
CruiseTour, a pre- or post-cruise stay can make your vacation even more memorable.

 Continue Exploring New England & Canada📚
Continue planning your adventure with our other guides:

• New England & Canada Cruise Planning Guide 
• Best Time to Cruise New England & Canada 
• New England & Canada Packing Guide 
• Fall Foliage Guide 
• Boston Cruise Port Guide 
• Québec City Cruise Port Guide 
• Halifax Cruise Port Guide 
• Acadia National Park Guide (future guide) 
• Cabot Trail Guide (future guide) 
• Bay of Fundy Guide (future guide) 

 Fun Facts⚓
• Many travelers combine a cruise with several nights in Québec City or Boston to experience 

more of the region. 
• Montréal and Québec City are among North America's most walkable historic cities. 
• CruiseTours often include attractions that can't be visited during a standard port stop because of 

time limitations. 
• The scenic drive along the Cabot Trail is considered one of the most beautiful coastal routes in 

the world. 
• Spending additional time on land lets you experience local restaurants, festivals, and evening 

entertainment that cruise guests often miss. 



 Which Vacation Is Right for You?🌊
There's no wrong choice—only the one that best fits your travel style. A cruise offers a relaxing way to 
experience several beautiful ports while enjoying the comfort of your ship. A CruiseTour adds depth, 
allowing you to immerse yourself in historic cities, scenic landscapes, and regional culture. Whether 
you choose one or combine both, New England & Canada promises unforgettable scenery, welcoming 
communities, and experiences you'll remember for years to come.

 Joe's Logbook🧭
One thing I've learned over the years is that some destinations deserve more than a single day—and 
New England & Canada definitely falls into that category.

Don't get me wrong, a cruise is a fantastic way to experience the region. You'll visit beautiful ports, 
enjoy incredible scenery, and get a great introduction to places like Halifax, Bar Harbor, and Québec 
City.

But if you have the extra time, adding a few days on land can completely change your vacation. 
Imagine wandering through Old Québec after the cruise crowds have gone, enjoying dinner at a local 
café in Montréal, or spending an entire day exploring Acadia National Park instead of watching the 
clock.

Whether you choose a cruise or a CruiseTour, you'll come home with amazing memories. The only real 
question is whether you want a wonderful introduction—or the opportunity to explore this incredible 
region even more deeply.
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