
 Anchorage, Alaska Travel Guide�🏔️
Your Complete Guide to Alaska's Largest City & Gateway to the 
Last Frontier

Anchorage is Alaska's largest city, home to nearly 40% of the state's population, and the starting point 
for countless Alaska adventures. While many travelers simply pass through on their way to a cruise or 
Denali National Park, Anchorage is much more than a transportation hub—it's a destination worth 
exploring.

Surrounded by the Chugach Mountains and the waters of Cook Inlet, Anchorage offers a unique blend 
of modern city conveniences and incredible wilderness. It's one of the few places in the world where 
you can enjoy a great meal downtown and then spot a moose just minutes later.

Whether you're arriving before your cruise, extending your vacation after sailing, or beginning an 
Alaska land tour, Anchorage is an excellent place to experience the culture, history, and natural beauty 
of the Last Frontier.

 Where is Anchorage?📍



Anchorage is located in Southcentral Alaska along the shores of Cook Inlet.

It serves as the primary transportation hub for much of the state and is connected by:

• Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport 
• Alaska Railroad 
• Seward Highway 
• Parks Highway 

Driving Times:

• Seward – Approximately 2½ hours 
• Whittier – Approximately 1½ hours 
• Talkeetna – Approximately 2½ hours 
• Denali National Park – Approximately 4½ hours 

 Why Cruise Travelers Visit Anchorage🚢
Many Alaska cruises begin or end in:

• Seward 
• Whittier 

Both ports are easily reached from Anchorage by:

• Alaska Railroad 
• Motorcoach 
• Rental car 
• Cruise line transfers 

Many visitors choose to spend one or two nights in Anchorage before or after their cruise.



 Top Things to Do⭐
 Tony Knowles Coastal Trail🚲

One of Anchorage's most popular attractions.

Enjoy:

• Coastal scenery 
• Mountain views 
• Walking 
• Biking 
• Wildlife viewing 

It's not uncommon to see moose along the trail.

 Alaska Native Heritage Center🦅

One of the best places to learn about Alaska's Indigenous cultures.

Highlights include:

• Native villages 
• Cultural demonstrations 



• Traditional dancing 
• Art exhibits 
• Storytelling 

A must-visit for anyone interested in Alaska's rich heritage.

 Downtown Anchorage�🛍️

Explore:

• Local shops 
• Restaurants 
• Breweries 
• Art galleries 
• Visitor Center 

A great place to spend an afternoon.

 Alaska Railroad Depot🚂

Even if you're not taking the train, it's worth visiting the historic depot to watch trains arrive and depart.

Many CruiseTour guests begin their rail adventure here.



 Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center🦌

Located about an hour south of Anchorage.

See:

• Bears 
• Moose 
• Musk ox 
• Wood bison 
• Elk 
• Wolves 

One of the best wildlife experiences near Anchorage.

 Alyeska Aerial Tram🚠

Located in nearby Girdwood.



Ride to the summit for:

• Panoramic mountain views 
• Hiking 
• Wildlife viewing 
• Excellent dining 

One of Southcentral Alaska's most scenic experiences.

 Day Trips from Anchorage🌲
Popular excursions include:

 Girdwood�🏔️

• Alyeska Resort 
• Scenic tram 
• Local restaurants 

 Whittier🚢

Gateway to:

• Prince William Sound 
• Glacier cruises 
• Cruise embarkation 

 Seward🌊

Known for:

• Kenai Fjords National Park 
• Exit Glacier 
• Alaska SeaLife Center 

 Talkeetna🏔️

A charming town famous for:

• Flightseeing 
• Denali views 
• Local shops 



 Shopping�🛍️
Popular souvenirs include:

• Ulu knives 
• Native artwork 
• Salmon products 
• Alaska jade 
• Handmade jewelry 
• Local coffee 
• Birch syrup 

Downtown Anchorage offers one of Alaska's best shopping districts.

 What to Eat�🍽️
Don't miss:

• Fresh king crab 
• Halibut 
• Salmon 
• Reindeer sausage 
• Fish tacos 
• Wild berry desserts 

Popular restaurants include:

• Glacier Brewhouse 
• Simon & Seafort's 
• Moose's Tooth Pizza 
• Snow City Café 
• 49th State Brewing 

 Wildlife Around Anchorage🐻
You may encounter:

• Moose 
• Bald eagles 
• Black bears (occasionally) 
• Dall sheep 
• Beluga whales (Cook Inlet) 
• Salmon 



Remember that wildlife can often be found surprisingly close to the city.

 Weather☀️
Summer (May–September)

Typical highs:

• 55–70°F (13–21°C) 

Expect:

• Cool mornings 
• Pleasant afternoons 
• Occasional rain 

 Getting Around🚶
Transportation options include:

• Rental cars 
• Ride-share services 
• Public buses 
• Hotel shuttles 
• Walking (Downtown) 

Many visitors rent a car if continuing on a land tour.

 What to Pack💼
Bring:

 Layered clothing✔

 Waterproof rain jacket✔

 Comfortable walking shoes✔

 Sunglasses✔

 Camera✔

 Binoculars✔

 Small backpack✔



 Premium Travel Group Tip⭐
If your schedule allows, spend at least two nights in Anchorage before or after your cruise. Many 
travelers rush through the city, but Anchorage makes an excellent base for exploring Southcentral 
Alaska. You'll have time to enjoy the local culture, great restaurants, scenic viewpoints, and 
unforgettable day trips without feeling rushed.

 Continue Exploring Alaska📚
Continue planning your Alaska adventure with our other guides:

• Alaska Vacation Planning Guide 
• Alaska Packing Guide 
• Best Time to Visit Alaska 
• Alaska Wildlife Guide 
• Alaska Railroad Guide 
• Denali National Park Guide 
• Seward Guide 
• Whittier Guide 
• Talkeetna Guide 
• Juneau Cruise Port Guide 
• Ketchikan Cruise Port Guide 
• Skagway Cruise Port Guide 

 Why Visit Anchorage?🌄
Anchorage is much more than Alaska's largest city—it's the gateway to some of the most spectacular 
landscapes in North America. Whether you're beginning an unforgettable cruise, boarding the Alaska 
Railroad, spotting your first moose, or exploring the rich history and culture of the Last Frontier, 
Anchorage offers the perfect introduction to everything that makes Alaska extraordinary.

 Joe's Logbook🧭
Anchorage is one of those places that's easy to underestimate. Many travelers fly in, spend the night, 
and head straight to their cruise ship or Denali the next morning. My advice? Slow down a little.

Anchorage gives you a chance to ease into the Alaska experience. You can enjoy fresh seafood, visit 
museums, explore scenic trails, and maybe even spot a moose before your adventure really begins. It's 
also one of the best places to pick up those last-minute items you forgot to pack or stock up on snacks 
for your land tour.
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