
 Alaska Railroad Experience Guide🚂
Your Complete Guide to One of the World's Most Scenic Train 
Journeys

For many travelers, an Alaska cruise is only part of the adventure. One of the best ways to experience 
the Last Frontier is aboard the Alaska Railroad, where breathtaking scenery, comfortable seating, and 
panoramic views combine to create one of North America's most unforgettable rail journeys.

Stretching nearly 500 miles between Seward and Fairbanks, the Alaska Railroad connects many of 
Alaska's most popular destinations, including Anchorage, Talkeetna, Denali National Park, and 
Fairbanks. Along the way, passengers enjoy incredible views of snow-capped mountains, glaciers, 
rivers, forests, and abundant wildlife that simply can't be seen from the highway.

Whether you're adding a CruiseTour before or after your cruise or planning an independent Alaska 
vacation, riding the Alaska Railroad is an experience you'll remember for a lifetime.

 Why Ride the Alaska Railroad?🚆

The Alaska Railroad offers much more than transportation—it's one of Alaska's top attractions.



Highlights include:

• Panoramic mountain views 
• Glacier viewing 
• Wildlife sightings 
• Comfortable seating 
• Narrated journeys 
• Outdoor viewing platforms 
• Dining onboard 

Unlike driving, everyone gets to relax and enjoy the scenery.

 Popular Alaska Railroad Routes�🗺️

 Seward ↔ Anchorage🚢

One of the most popular routes for cruise travelers.

Highlights:

• Resurrection Bay 
• Turnagain Arm 
• Glaciers 
• Rivers 
• Wildlife 

Perfect for travelers beginning or ending an Alaska cruise.

 Anchorage ↔ Denali National Park�🏔️

One of Alaska's signature rail journeys.



Expect:

• Mountain scenery 
• Rivers 
• Forests 
• Wildlife 
• Views of Denali on clear days 

Many CruiseTours include this route.

 Denali ↔ Fairbanks🌄

Travel deeper into Alaska's Interior.

Highlights include:

• Boreal forests 
• Wide-open landscapes 
• Rivers 
• Northern scenery 

An excellent addition for travelers heading farther north.

 Service Classes⭐
GoldStar Service

The premium experience.

Includes:

• Glass-domed ceiling 
• Outdoor viewing platform 
• Assigned seating 
• Complimentary meals 
• Two complimentary alcoholic beverages 



• Priority boarding 

Perfect for first-time visitors wanting the ultimate experience.

Adventure Class

A more affordable option offering:

• Comfortable seating 
• Large picture windows 
• Café service 
• Outdoor viewing areas 

Excellent value for most travelers.

 Wildlife Along the Route🐻

Keep your camera ready!

Passengers frequently spot:

• Moose 
• Black bears 
• Brown bears 



• Bald eagles 
• Dall sheep 
• Trumpeter swans 
• Beavers 

Wildlife sightings vary daily, making every trip unique.

 Photography Tips📸

For the best photos:

• Spend time on the outdoor viewing platform. 
• Bring binoculars. 
• Keep your camera ready for wildlife. 
• Use a faster shutter speed when photographing from the moving train. 
• Clean your camera lens often to reduce glare from windows. 

 Dining Onboard�🍽️
GoldStar Service includes freshly prepared meals served at your seat.

Adventure Class passengers may purchase:

• Breakfast 
• Lunch 
• Snacks 
• Coffee 
• Soft drinks 
• Beer and wine 

Many menu items feature fresh Alaska ingredients.



 What to Expect�🌦️
The scenery changes dramatically throughout the journey.

You may travel through:

• Coastal forests 
• Mountain passes 
• Glacier valleys 
• River canyons 
• Open tundra 
• Interior wilderness 

Every season offers different views and wildlife opportunities.

 What to Pack💼
Bring:

 Camera✔

 Binoculars✔

 Sunglasses✔

 Light jacket✔

 Phone charger✔

 Small backpack✔

 Refillable water bottle✔

Even in summer, temperatures can vary significantly throughout the day.

 Alaska Railroad & CruiseTours🚢
Many cruise lines partner with the Alaska Railroad as part of their CruiseTour packages.

These itineraries often combine:

• Alaska cruise 
• Rail journey 
• Denali National Park 
• Fairbanks 
• Anchorage 
• Seward 
• Whittier 



It's one of the easiest ways to experience both coastal and interior Alaska.

 Premium Travel Group Tip⭐
If your budget allows, I highly recommend upgrading to GoldStar Service, especially if it's your first 
trip to Alaska. The glass-domed railcars provide incredible panoramic views, and the included meals 
and outdoor viewing platform make the journey feel like an excursion rather than simply 
transportation.

If you're already investing in an Alaska vacation, the upgrade is often well worth it.

 Continue Exploring Alaska📚
Continue planning your Alaska adventure with our other guides:

• Alaska Vacation Planning Guide 
• Alaska Packing Guide 
• Best Time to Visit Alaska 
• Alaska Wildlife Guide 
• Alaska Cruise vs. CruiseTour Guide (future guide) 
• Denali National Park Guide 
• Anchorage Guide 
• Seward Cruise Port Guide 
• Whittier Cruise Port Guide 
• Kenai Fjords National Park Guide 

 Why Ride the Alaska Railroad?🚂
The Alaska Railroad is more than just a train ride—it's one of the best ways to experience the 
incredible landscapes that make Alaska so special. From towering mountains and glacier-fed rivers to 
wildlife roaming untouched wilderness, every mile offers something worth seeing. Whether you're 
traveling between your cruise port and Denali or simply adding a scenic rail journey to your vacation, 
the Alaska Railroad is an experience you'll never forget.



 Joe's Logbook🧭
If you're trying to decide whether the Alaska Railroad is worth adding to your vacation, my answer is 
an easy yes.

One of the biggest advantages is that everyone gets to enjoy the scenery. When you're driving, 
someone has to keep their eyes on the road. On the train, everyone can relax, watch for wildlife, take 
photos, and simply enjoy the incredible landscapes rolling past the windows.

If this is your first trip to Alaska, I strongly recommend combining your cruise with a CruiseTour that 
includes the railroad. Seeing the coastline from a cruise ship is incredible, but riding through Alaska's 
interior gives you a completely different perspective of the state. Together, they create the kind of 
vacation you'll be talking about for years.

One final piece of advice: don't spend the entire trip in your seat. Walk to the outdoor viewing platform 
whenever you can. Feeling the fresh Alaska air while watching mountains, rivers, and maybe even a 
moose or bear pass by is one of those moments that reminds you why Alaska is truly unlike anywhere 
else in the world.
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