N

®- When Is the Best Time to Visit the Caribbean?
A Month-by-Month Guide to Planning Your Perfect Vacation

One of the best things about the Caribbean is that it's a year-round destination. Unlike
many parts of North America, temperatures stay warm throughout the year, making it
possible to enjoy beaches, cruises, and outdoor adventures in every season.

While there isn't necessarily a "bad" time to visit, each season offers its own advantages.
Understanding the weather, crowds, prices, and hurricane season can help you choose
the best time for your vacation.

T Caribbean Climate at a Glance

The Caribbean enjoys a tropical climate with warm temperatures throughout the year.
Average Temperatures
*® Daytime: 80-90°F (27-32°C)

Evening: 72-80°F (22-27°C)

Ocean temperatures stay comfortable for swimming year-round, generally ranging from
78-84°F (26-29°C).

One thing many first-time visitors don't expect is that while it never truly gets cold,
evenings during the winter months can occasionally feel cool or breezy—especially on a
cruise ship's open decks. A light sweater or jacket is a good idea for evenings from
December through February.

=~ Winter (December — February)

The Most Popular Time to Visit
Weather

e Warm days

Low humidity
Cool evenings
Plenty of sunshine



Average High:
80—-84°F (27-29°C)

Best For

v Escaping cold northern winters
v Cruises

v Beach vacations

v Outdoor sightseeing

v Families during holiday breaks
Things to Know

This is peak travel season.
Expect:

 Higher prices

 Ships sailing full

* Resorts booking early
 Popular excursions selling out

¥ Spring (March — May)
One of the Best Times to Visit
Weather becomes slightly warmer while humidity remains comfortable.

Average High:
82-87°F (28-31°C)

Best For

v Great weather

v Fewer crowds after Spring Break
v Excellent beach conditions

v Lower prices than winter

Many experienced travelers consider April and early May the "sweet spot" for Caribbean
travel.



-6 Summer (June — August)
Summer is hot, sunny, and perfect for travelers who don't mind warmer temperatures.

Average High:
86-90°F (30-32°C)

Humidity increases, and brief afternoon showers become more common.

The good news?

They usually pass quickly, often lasting less than an hour before sunshine returns.
Best For

v Family vacations

v Summer break

v Snorkeling

v Water sports

v Great cruise deals

.. Fall (September — November)

Fall is often misunderstood.

Many travelers avoid this season because of hurricane season, but that doesn't mean
every trip is affected.

Average High:
84-89°F (29-32°C)

Hurricane Season
Officially:

June 1 — November 30
Peak activity usually occurs:

* August
e September



* October
Good News for Cruisers
Cruise ships are mobile.
If a storm develops, cruise lines can often:

* Change ports

* Reverse itineraries
 Sail around storms
 Substitute different islands

Most cruises operate normally with itinerary adjustments if necessary.

' Southern Caribbean Advantage

Many Southern Caribbean islands sit outside the primary hurricane belt.
These include:

* Aruba
* (Curacao
* Bonaire

These destinations are excellent choices during late summer and early fall because they
are less likely to be affected by tropical systems.

% Month-by-Month Overview

Month Weather Crowds Value
January = Warm & Dry  High Moderate
February Warm & Sunny High Moderate
March Excellent High Moderate
April Excellent Medium Very Good
May Warm Lower Excellent
June Hot Medium Very Good
July Hot High (Families) Good
August Hot & Humid Medium Good
September Warm Low Excellent
October ~ Warm Low Excellent

November Pleasant Increasing Very Good



Month Weather Crowds Value
December Warm & Dry  High Moderate

(. Water Temperatures
One of the Caribbean's biggest attractions is its warm ocean.
Average water temperatures:

* Winter: 78-80°F
* Spring: 79-81°F
* Summer: 82—-84°F
» Fall: 82-84°F

Swimming, snorkeling, and diving are enjoyable any time of year.

S When Can You Find the Best Deals?

If saving money is your priority, consider traveling:
Late April

May

September

October

Early November

These months often feature:

* Lower cruise fares

* Resort discounts

e Smaller crowds

 Better airfare promotions

Keep in mind that lower prices during hurricane season come with a slightly higher
chance of itinerary changes.




= Best Time to Cruise

Cruising is one of the easiest ways to visit the Caribbean year-round.

Because ships can adjust their routes when needed, cruises often experience fewer
weather disruptions than land-based vacations.

For travelers concerned about hurricanes but looking for value, a cruise can be a smart
choice during the summer and fall months.

) What Should You Pack?
No matter when you visit, pack:
v Lightweight clothing
v Swimsuits
v Comfortable sandals
v Walking shoes
v Reef-safe sunscreen
v Sunglasses
v Hat
v Reusable water bottle
During Winter (December—February)
Add:

e Light sweater

e Thin jacket

* Long pants for evenings
 Light rain jacket (just in case)




Premium Travel Group Tip

There truly isn't a bad time to visit the Caribbean—only different experiences.

If you're looking for perfect weather, winter and spring are hard to beat. If you're seeking
great value and don't mind warmer temperatures or the possibility of an itinerary change,
summer and fall can offer excellent opportunities.

Our job is to help you find the right destination, the right cruise or resort, and the right
time to travel based on your budget, interests, and vacation goals.

2y Continue Planning Your Caribbean Vacation
Now that you know when to visit, continue planning with our other helpful guides:

* Caribbean Vacation Planning Guide
* Vacation Packing Guide
 Caribbean Cruise Port Guides
 Shore Excursion Guides

* Cruise Tips & Travel Advice
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