PR San Juan, Puerto Rico Cruise Port Guide

Your Complete Guide to History, Culture, Beaches & Island
Adventures

San Juan is one of the Caribbean's most fascinating cruise destinations. As one of the oldest European-
founded cities in the Americas, it blends over 500 years of history with vibrant Caribbean culture,
beautiful beaches, delicious cuisine, and modern attractions.

Whether you're strolling the blue cobblestone streets of Old San Juan, exploring centuries-old forts,
relaxing on the beach, or enjoying authentic Puerto Rican food, San Juan offers something for every
traveler.

One of the best parts? Many of the city's most popular attractions are within walking distance of
the cruise terminal.

© Where Do Cruise Ships Dock?




San Juan has two primary cruise terminals.

Old San Juan Piers

Many cruise ships dock directly in historic Old San Juan.

If your ship docks here, you'll step off the ship directly into one of the Caribbean's most beautiful
historic districts.

You'll find:

¢ Restaurants

* Shopping

* Historic landmarks

* Museums

* Cafés

* Excursion meeting points
* Taxis

All within easy walking distance.

Pan American Pier
Some larger ships and homeport cruises use the Pan American Pier.

This terminal is only a short taxi or rideshare ride from Old San Juan.




Old San Juan is one of the most walkable cruise destinations in the Caribbean.
Highlights include:

* Colorful Spanish colonial buildings
* Blue cobblestone streets

* Historic plazas

* Local boutiques

* Cafés

* Art galleries

* Beautiful ocean views

Plan to simply wander—you'll discover something interesting around nearly every corner.

A% Visit Castillo San Felipe del Morro

A

One of the most famous forts in the Western Hemisphere.
Built by Spain beginning in the 1500s, EI Morro protected San Juan Harbor for centuries.
Visitors enjoy:

* Massive stone walls

* Historic tunnels

* Ocean views

e Cannons

*  Museums

* Beautiful walking trails

It's a must-see for first-time visitors.




i Explore Castillo San Cristébal

Often overlooked in favor of El Morro, San Cristobal is actually the larger of the two forts.
Features include:

* Underground tunnels
* Guard posts

* Historic exhibits

* Incredible city views

Admission to one fort typically includes access to both on the same day.

' Beautiful Beaches
#, Condado Beach
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Located only minutes from Old San
Popular for:

* Swimming

* Beachfront restaurants
* Resort atmosphere

* People watching

[ Escambron Beach

A favorite among locals and cruise visitors.

Excellent for:



* Snorkeling

* Calm water

* Families

* Sea turtle sightings

T Isla Verde Beach

One of Puerto Rico's most famous beaches.
Known for:

* Long stretches of sand
* Water sports

* Resorts

* Beach bars

Top Shore Excursions

v~ El Yunque National Forest

The only tropical rainforest in the U.S. National Forest System.



Experience:

* Waterfalls

* Hiking trails

* Scenic overlooks
* Tropical wildlife
* Lush rainforest

A favorite excursion for nature lovers.

== Bioluminescent Bay

Puerto Rico is home to some of the world's brightest bioluminescent bays.

Evening kayak tours allow you to witness glowing microscopic organisms lighting up the water with
every paddle stroke.

It's a truly unforgettable experience.

¢ Bacardi Rum Distillery

Take a ferry or short drive to visit one of the world's largest rum distilleries.
Enjoy:

* Guided tours

* Tastings

* Mixology classes

* Beautiful views

5= Catamaran Sailing

Many excursions combine:

* Sailing

* Snorkeling

* Beach time

* Lunch

* Tropical drinks

%) Snorkeling Adventures

Popular snorkeling sites feature:

e (Coral reefs
* Tropical fish



¢ Sea turtles
¢ (Clear Caribbean water

& Shopping
San Juan offers excellent shopping.

Popular areas include:

* Old San Juan boutiques

» Plaza Colon

* Fortaleza Street

* Condado

* Plaza Las Américas (largest shopping mall in the Caribbean)

Popular purchases include:

* Puerto Rican coffee
* Local rum

* Handmade jewelry
e Art

* C(Cigars

* Local crafts

What to Eat

Puerto Rico has one of the Caribbean's best food scenes.
Must-try dishes include:

* Mofongo

* Lechén

* Arroz con Gandules
* Tostones

* Pastel6n

* Alcapurrias

* Empanadillas

* Flan

* Puerto Rican coffee

Popular restaurants include:

* Barrachina (birthplace of the Pifia Colada according to local tradition)
* Raices
* (Café Mallorca



¢ Marmalade
¢ Princesa Gastrobar

(. Hidden Gems

If you've visited San Juan before, consider:

» Paseo del Morro

* Paseo de la Princesa

* (Casa Blanca Museum

* Santa Maria Magdalena Cemetery

* La Fortaleza (Governor's Mansion)

* Calle de la Fortaleza (especially when decorated seasonally)

These locations offer incredible photo opportunities while avoiding some of the larger crowds.

% Weather Throughout the Year

San Juan enjoys warm tropical weather all year.

Winter (December — February)

* Highs: 82-84°F (28-29°C)
* Comfortable humidity
» Excellent sightseeing weather

Spring (March — May)

* Highs: 84-87°F (29-31°C)
e Sunny and warm

Summer (June — August)

* Highs: 88-91°F (31-33°C)
* Hot and humid
* Afternoon showers possible

Fall (September — November)

* Highs: 85-89°F (29-32°C)
* Warm temperatures
* Fewer crowds during parts of the season

Ocean temperatures remain ideal for swimming year-round.




(® Hurricane Season

Hurricane season officially runs from:
June 1 — November 30
Peak activity typically occurs:

* August
* September
* October

Cruise lines monitor tropical weather carefully and adjust itineraries when necessary.

Travel insurance is always recommended.

/. Transportation

Getting around San Juan is easy.
Options include:

* Walking (Old San Juan)
e Taxi

* Uber

* Shore excursions

* Public buses

Most first-time visitors can spend an entire day exploring Old San Juan without needing transportation.

B What to Pack

Bring:

v Comfortable walking shoes (the cobblestone streets can be uneven)
v Swimsuit

v Reef-safe sunscreen

v Sunglasses

v Hat

v Lightweight clothing

v Reusable water bottle

v Waterproof phone pouch



Premium Travel Group Tip

San Juan is one of the few Caribbean ports where we recommend spending at least part of your day
simply wandering without a strict itinerary. Some of the city's greatest treasures are its colorful side
streets, hidden courtyards, historic architecture, and local cafés. Slow down, take plenty of photos, and
enjoy the atmosphere—it's one of the most rewarding cruise ports in the Caribbean.

If you've visited before, consider venturing beyond Old San Juan to explore El Yunque, Condado, or a
local food tour for an entirely different experience.

Ik Continue Exploring the Caribbean

Continue planning with our other guides:

* St. Thomas Cruise Port Guide

* Tortola Cruise Port Guide

* Nassau Cruise Port Guide

* Caribbean Vacation Planning Guide
* Eastern Caribbean Vacation Guide
* Vacation Packing Guide

* When to Visit the Caribbean

T" Why Visit San Juan?

San Juan offers one of the richest cultural experiences in the Caribbean. With centuries of history,
spectacular Spanish forts, vibrant neighborhoods, beautiful beaches, and some of the region's best
cuisine, it's far more than just another cruise stop. Whether it's your first visit or your fifth, there's
always something new waiting to be discovered in Puerto Rico.
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