
 🌴 Cruise Port Guide: Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic
Amber Cove & Taino Bay

Puerto Plata is one of the Dominican Republic’s most popular cruise destinations—known for its 
beautiful beaches, lush mountains, local culture, and two modern cruise complexes: Amber Cove and 
Taino Bay. Whether you want a relaxing day in port or a high-adventure excursion, Puerto Plata 
delivers.

 🛳️At the Port: What to Expect

Amber Cove (Carnival, Princess, Holland America, etc.)

A full-service resort-style cruise port with:



• Massive pool with swim-up bar 
• Waterslides & lazy rivers 
• Cabanas (hilltop, poolside & overwater) 
• Ziplining inside the port 
• Restaurants & duty-free shopping 
• Shore excursion hub 

Tip: You can easily stay the entire day in port without paying for an excursion if you wish.

Taino Bay (NCL, Royal Caribbean, MSC, Virgin Voyages, etc.)

More of a theme-park style experience featuring:

• Large multi-level pool with swim-up bar 
• Lazy river 
• Small wildlife encounters (Iguanas, macaws) 
• Shopping village 
• Beach access just outside port 
• Historic downtown just a 10–15 minute walk 

Tip: If your goal is exploring Puerto Plata city, Taino Bay has the best access.



 🌊 Best Things to Do Near the Port
Whether you prefer relaxing or exploring, here are easy options close to the port:

1. Relax at the Port Pools

Both Amber Cove and Taino Bay offer resort pools that are free to use.

2. Walk to the Beach (Taino Bay)

Playa Cosita Rica is right outside the gate—calm water, small bars, and beach chairs for rent.

3. Explore Puerto Plata City Center

A short taxi ride or walk (from Taino Bay) takes you to:

• Umbrella Street 
• Paseo de Doña Blanca (Pink Street) 
• Central Park & Cathedral 
• Fort San Felipe (historic Spanish fort) 

4. Ride the Cable Car (Teleférico)

A scenic ride to the top of Mount Isabel de Torres, with botanical gardens and a Christ the Redeemer 
statue.

5. Umbrella Street & Pink Street Photo Spots

Colorful Instagram-ready streets in downtown.

6. Puerto Plata Malecon

Oceanfront walkway great for photos, drinks, and souvenirs.



 🏝️ Top Excursions & Activities

 1. Damajagua Waterfalls (27 Waterfalls) – Adventure🌟

A must-do for adventure lovers—hike, slide, jump, and swim through natural waterfalls.
Good for: Active adults, teens
Tip: Wear water shoes and expect to get wet.

 2. Catamaran Sail & Snorkel🌟
Snorkel the reefs along Sosúa and enjoy swimming in turquoise water. Often includes drinks and lunch.

 3. Ocean World Adventure Park🌟

One of the Caribbean’s largest marine parks—encounters with dolphins, sharks, stingrays, plus shows 
and beaches.
Great for families.

 4. ATV, Buggy, or Off-Road Adventure🌟
Explore jungle trails, rivers, and countryside villages.

 5. Beach Day at Playa Dorada or Sosúa🌟
Two of Puerto Plata’s best beaches with golden sand, bars, and warm water.

 6. Zipline Adventures🌟
Many tours offer canopy ziplining through the jungle or mountain foothills.



 7. Rum Factory (Brugal) or Amber Museum🌟
For culture and history lovers—learn about the region’s amber mining and rum heritage.

 ☀️Weather Tips — Year-Round in Puerto Plata

Climate: Warm and tropical all year.
Typical Temps:

• Daytime: 82–90°F (28–32°C) 
• Nights: 72–77°F (22–25°C) 

Best Seasons

• December–April: Dry, sunny, breezy—a great time for cruising. 
• May–November: Hotter with higher humidity and increased rain. Afternoon showers are 

common but brief. 

Hurricane Season

• June–November, peak in Sept–Oct
Cruise lines may adjust routes if needed. 

What to Pack

• Lightweight clothing 
• Sunscreen (reef-safe recommended) 
• Hat & sunglasses 
• Water shoes for waterfall excursions 
• Bug spray (especially for rainforest areas) 
• A light rain jacket during summer/fall months 



 🚕 Transportation Tips
• Taxis: Plentiful at both ports; agree on a price before departing. 
• Shuttles: Cruise lines often run transport for excursions. 
• Walking: Safe within port areas. Downtown walking is safe in daylight. 
• Ride-share: Not widely used—stick to taxis or arranged transfers. 

 📝 Final Tips for Your Day in Puerto Plata
• Bring cash (USD accepted almost everywhere). 
• Excursions sell out quickly—book early if possible. 
• Expect local vendors at popular tourist stops. 
• If visiting Damajagua Waterfalls, expect a moderately strenuous adventure. 
• For a relaxing day, staying in-port at Amber Cove or Taino Bay is perfectly enjoyable. 
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